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Ministry
Schedule

Dec. 23
4:30 pm

Dec. 24
7:00 am

Dec. 24
8:30 am

Dec. 24
10:00 am

Dec. 24
11:30 am

Dec. 24
4:30 pm

Lectors Esparza
Hoff meister

Dixon
Stevens

Nicholas
Preston

Brotherton
Lang

Hobbs
Schurk Please see 

Christmas Mass 
schedule on 

page 5.Servers
C. Bailey

A. Esparza
A. Fanetti

Volunteers
W. Nesselhauf

L. Preston
Volunteer

S. Blomstrom
J. Coleman
D. Murphy

J. Becker
D. Oppelz

J. Vonder Haar

Mass Intentions

Monday December 18, 2023 

6:30 am William & Margaret Dust

Tuesday December 19, 2023

6:30 am Lenore Kueber

8:00 am Dust Family & Friends

Wednesday December 20, 2023 

6:30 am Devore Family Special Intention

8:00 am Bill & John Dust

Th ursday December 21, 2023 

6:30 am Mildred Kanik

8:00 am Jim Naes

Friday December 22, 2023 

6:30 am Betty & Dan Fitzgerald

8:00 am Mark Strothkamp

Saturday December 23, 2023 

8:00 am Jim Moss

4:30 pm Parker Schaefer
Sunday December 24, 2023 

7:00 am Bill Hamilton & Family Special Intentions

8:30 am Elaine Frauenhoff er

10:00 am Patricia Sokolic

11:30 am Richard Angeline, Sr & Jr, Robert, 
Alan, & Mandi Mesey

4:00 pm Maria Smith

4:15 pm Irene Bierman

5:30 pm John Moff ett

Parish Stewardship 11/27/2023 - 12/3/2023
Current Fiscal YTD

Offertory
Total collected $22,087.46 $494,183.44

Amount needed $21,568.77 $496,081.71
Surplus or shortage $518.69 $1,898.27

Special collections
Tuition assistance $530.00

St. Vincent de Paul $1,430.00
Sr. Christine’s Food Pantry $1468.00

EARLY BULLETIN DEADLINES

Please take note: from Nov. 5 into the fi rst week 
of January, every weekend but one has an early 

bulletin deadline. 

Bulletin 
Date

Due to 
bulletin@sjiparish.org

by noon on:
11/12/2023 Monday, November 6
11/19/2023 Th ursday, November 9
11/26/2023 Wednesday, November 15
12/3/2023 Monday, November 27
12/10/2023 Friday, December 1
12/17/2023 Friday, December 8
12/24/2023 Tuesday, December 12
12/31/2023 Th ursday, December 21
1/7/2024 Friday, December 22
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From the Desk of  Fr. Dan Shaughnessy, Pastor
obliged to take reasonable eff orts to 
take care of it. Some women use the 
birth control pill which signifi cantly 
increases a woman’s risks of suff ering 
breast cancer. Compared to women 
who never use the Pill, a woman 
who uses the Pill increases her risk of 
breast cancer by 44% if she ever uses 
it, and she increases her risks by 52% 
if she uses it for four or more years 
before her fi rst full-term pregnancy. 
(C. Kahlenborn, FM Modugno, and 
others, “Oral contraceptive use as a 
risk factor for premenopausal breast 
cancer: a meta-analysis,” Mayo Clinic 
Proceedings, 2006:81(10):1290-
1302.) Th e WHO has labeled the 
birth control chemicals as a Group 
1 carcinogen—the most dangerous 
classifi cation. Who is anti-woman—
the people who want to foist this car-
cinogen on unsuspecting teenagers or 
the Church which teaches its people 
not to contracept?

3. Contraception contradicts what 
Jesus teaches us about marriage. Jesus 
clearly teaches us in Scripture and in 
his Church that God has created the 
state of marriage. When questioned 
about divorce, Jesus put it very sim-
ply: “What God has put together, let 
no one take apart.” Th at also applies 
to the marriage act. Who put togeth-
er the procreative and the unitive 
aspects of the marriage act? Every 
believer has to say, “God Himself 
put together these two aspects in the 
marriage act.” What is contraception 
except the eff ort to take apart what 
God Himself has joined in the mar-
riage act? Th ere’s no getting around it—
that’s what contraception is all about.

4. What is the moral and healthy and 
eff ective alternative? Natural family 
planning. Systematic NFP refers to 
the regular observation of the phys-
ical signs of fertility and infertility, 
frequently called fertility awareness. 

It can be used at the 99% level of ef-
fectiveness for postponing pregnancy. 
Among less-fertile couples it can be 
very helpful for achieving pregnancy.

Th e data listed above is really power-
ful. If we look at society and ask our-
selves what is wrong, so to speak, we 
need to ask ourselves a few questions. 

a) When did fertility and pregnan-
cy and children come to viewed as 
something other than a great gift? Our 
culture often treats fertility and preg-
nancy as something to be avoided, 
rather than celebrated. (Naturally, we 
understand sexuality and pregnancy 
as something to be celebrated within 
the covenant of marriage). We know 
that not all pregnancies happen within 
marriage and we welcome all those 
lives with joy as gifts from God; no 
doubt. Th at said, we understand that 
God’s gift of children ideally comes 
through the marriage of a man and a 
woman joined in marriage.

b) Th e family unit is foundational to 
society, the bedrock of society, if you will. 

c) Personally, I come from a family of 
seven children. Openness to life is a 
good thing. In all of my 52 years on 
this earth, I have never had anyone 
say to me, “I wish we had had fewer 
children.” Without hesitation, I can 
say that people say to me all the time, 
“I wish we had had more children.” 
Children are a gift from God. Like St. 
Mother Teresa, “Th ere is no such thing 
as too many children. Th at’s like saying 
there are too many fl owers in a garden.” 

May we celebrate the gifts of marriage 
and children. Might we support all 
those in our families and communities 
who are open to the gift of life! 

May God bless you all. May we all 
celebrate marriages and families. 

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Dan Shaughnessy

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I received an email recently from 
Natural Family Planning (NFP) and 
More. Th eir website link is as follows: 
https://www.nfpandmore.org/. Th ey 
send email blasts occasionally and I 
found the one below really interest-
ing. Many Catholics know what the 
Church teaches about artifi cial means 
of contraception but they don’t neces-
sarily know why. And if they do know 
why, they might ridicule what the 
Church teaches as being out of touch 
with reality. Th at said, in the times in 
which we live where personal health 
and wellness is lauded as “the highest 
good” by many, I think the Church’s 
teaching is the right one for many 
reasons, namely the ones listed below: 

1. Contraceptive behaviors are mor-
ally wrong because they contradict 
God’s plan for love, marriage and 
sexuality. God has a plan for love, 
marriage and sexuality. In that plan, 
the marriage act is meant to be exclu-
sively a marriage act. Th at means that 
such an action outside of marriage is 
intrinsically dishonest, pretending to 
be what it cannot be. In God’s plan, 
the marriage act within marriage 
is intended to be a renewal of the 
marriage covenant the couple freely 
entered. It ought to affi  rm and renew 
the self-giving love and the for-bet-
ter-and-for-worse commitment of 
the marriage vows. But the body 
language of contraceptive behaviors 
says, “I take you for better but pos-
itively not for the imagined ‘worse’ 
of possible pregnancy.” Th ey (contra-
ceptive behaviors) contradict the mar-
riage covenant and are thus dishonest 
and violate the Natural Law.

2. Some forms of birth control con-
tradict God’s plan for taking care of 
our health. Good health is a great gift 
from God, and we are 
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Parishioners are invited to contribute, 
in memory of a loved one, toward our 
Christmas poinsettias and decorations. 

Th e cost is $10 per poinsettia.
Please put your payment, along with the 
name of your loved one, in the collection 
basket or drop it off  at the parish offi  ce. 

We will have a special acknowledgment for 
each memorial in the bulletin the second 

weekend in January.
All submissions are due by December 19th.

Th ank you!

Christmas Vigil:
4:00 pm (SJBD)

4:00 pm (SJP) 4:15 pm (SJP CCC), 5:30 pm (SJP)

Midnight Mass (SJP)

Christmas Day: 
9:00 am (SJBD), 

8:00 am (SJP) & 10:00 am (SJP)
Th e parish offi  ces of SJBD & SJP will be closed from 

December 25th - January 1st, 2024.

Do you receive email from the parish?
We use “Constant Contact” to email parishioners. If 

you do NOT get the emails and wish to receive them, 
please notify Rachel Schoenberger in the parish offi  ce 

at rschoenberger@sjiparish.org or 636-464-1013. 
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Registering in St. Joseph Parish
If you are new to the parish, welcome!

If you would like to register, there are several 
ways to do so:

You may fi ll out the form located at 
https://www.sjiparish.org/register; you may 
download a paper form, also located at https://
www.sjiparish.org/register, or you may visit 

the parish offi  ce to pick up a form.

Raise Right Gift Cards 
For Sale

Buy RaiseRight gift cards in the back of church 
after the 7 am, 8:30 am, and 10 am Sunday Masses. 
RaiseRight gift cards are still available for purchase 
in the School Offi  ce during the school day (8 am-3 
pm). Also, you can buy eGift cards or reload your 
gift cards using the RaiseRight app. Need help going 
digital? Reach out to our RaiseRight coordinator 
Lynn Quinlan at: lynn.quinlan@ymail.com.
Buy gift cards for Christmas gifts, teachers, 
gas, groceries, restaurants, supplies, and home 
improvements. Support our school with no 
additional out of pocket expense to you. Our school 
earns a percent rebate for 
every gift card sold through 
the RaiseRight program. 

Th anks for your continued 
support!

YEAR END CONTRIBUTIONS

When a donation is mailed to the parish, 
the IRS determines that it has been received 
when it has been postmarked by the United 
States Postal Service. Th us, checks postmarked 
on or before December 31, 2023, will be 
included in the donor’s 2023 contribution 
statement. Items postmarked January 2024 
will be included in the donor’s 2024 contribu-
tion statement. Contributions received in the 
off ertory on Sunday, December 31, 2023, will 
be included in the 2023 statements if dated in 
2023.  If they are dated 2024, they will be re-
corded as such. Contributions received in the 
off ertory on Monday, January 1, 2024, will 
be included in the donor’s 2024 contribution 
statement regardless of check date.
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December 17th, 2023
Third Sunday of Advent

In today’s Gospel John 
the Baptist says, “I am the 
voice of one crying in the 
desert; make straight the way of the Lord.” Let 
us ask for the grace to help others know the love 
of the Lord. Christmas is a time of love and gift 
giving…please give to the Society of St. Vincent 
de Paul so that those who do not have clothes, 
food, heat etc… can share in the blessings of 
Christmas.

For more information, 
email Dbalsman@ymail.com

No meetings during the month of December 
Prayer Meeting: January 10th 6:30 p.m. 

Business Meeting: January 22nd 6:30 p.m.

All Meetings in the Corpus Christi Center.

Covenant Network Catholic radio fi lls the airways 
with inspirational and educational programming that 
will help prepare your heart and mind to welcome the 

Christ Child at Christmas. Listen to Catholic radio 
on KHOJ 1460 AM or 96.7 FM. You can also listen 

anytime on our Covenant Network App or at 
OurCatholicRadio.org.
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Worldwide Marriage Encounter presents 
weekend experiences for married couples to 
rekindle romance, enhance meaningful com-
munication, and deepen and renew commit-
ment. Make a New Years resolution to keep 
your marriage a priority. Sign-up now as space 
is limited! For more information or to apply, 
go to: wwme.org, or call Terry & Eric Eng-
holm at 314-649-7317.

2/2/2024 - 2/4/2024, St. Peters, MO

3/15/2024 - 3/17/2024, Cape Girardeau, MO

4/5/2024 - 4/7/2024, St. Peters, MO
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Catholic Charities is grateful for the support from St. 
Joseph Parish this past year. You have
helped to bring the healing, help, and hope of Jesus 
Christ to those in need in our community.
Your generosity has helped impact many lives through the work of our family of ministries 
which are Cardinal Ritter Senior Services, Good Shepherd Children & Family Services, 
LAMP, Marygrove, Queen of Peace Center, Saint Louis Counseling, Saint Martha’s, St. Fran-
cis Community Services, and St. Patrick Center.

If you are interested, please contact Parish Ambassador
Rachel Schoenberger at rschoenberger@sjiparish.org

FORMED.org
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Melanie Ahrens
Matthew Anderson

Jeanine Brown
Mike Boyd

Th omas Condon
Marti Greenhalgh

Scott Hasse
David Herrell

Kate Hershberger
Eileen Kaiser

Jim Kaiser
Roland Kaiser

Jim Lehn

Ronald Meredith
Glen Newkirk
Christine Perry

Tom Price
Will Roberts
Jim Schaefer

Nina Schaefer
Erin Silva

Jerry Spink
Noella Torgerson

Doreen Watts
George Winters

Francesca de Zenteno

We pray for those in the Military:

Meaghan Angus
Collin Fitzsimmons

Jack Jeff ers
Isaac Longtin
Jacob Sarfraz

Jared Sheets
Austin McHaffi  e-Sharp

Grant Staggenborg
Lucas Weiland

Jack Vilchis

Our Parish 
Praying Together

May those who are ill 
be blessed by Jesus’ healing presence:

Eucharistic Adorers needed:
Tuesdays:

3 pm
Wednesdays:

9 am
Th ursdays:

3, 4, and 7 pm
Call Mr. Patrick Smith (573) 310-3472

Th e Holy Eucharist reposes each night at 9 pm.

EE

Saturday, January 20, 2024, 9:00 am – 7:00 pm
Marianist Retreat and Conference Center

Losing a loved one to suicide or any tragic death is a 
pain that no one can prepare for. Th e roller coaster of 
emotions is enough to make one doubt God's pres-
ence in the situation. Th is day of refl ection is de-
signed to help in the journey through these emotions 
and come out renewed with confi dence in God's love 
and care for each one of us. Members of our minis-
try team for this day will include Father Tom Miller 
(pastor of Our Lady Queen of Peace and St. Anthony 
Parishes), Deacon Rob Lawson (Incarnate Word Par-
ish), Adam Bitter (Incarnate Word Parish), and the 
Jonah Prayer Teams from Incarnate Word, St. Alban 
Roe, and St. Anthony of Padua Parishes. Th ere will 
be time for healing prayer, discussions, sharing, tech-
niques for healthy outlet of emotions, and testimony 
from those who have healed from the same pain you 
may be feeling.
Attendance will be limited to 100 participants total 
for Saturday, 9 am - 7 pm and include two meals 
for $65. We are also off ering the option for up to 45 
participants to spend the night through 10 am on 
Sunday which includes a private room and breakfast 
for $155. For more information, 
Barb @ 314.910.3942, 
Mary @ 314.210.5098 or Shelby @ 
636.288.9841

Scan to register:

Th e Way of Lights Display depicts the journey of 
Mary and Joseph as they travel to Bethlehem using 
over 1.5 million beautiful lights.  Th is year, we have 

added colored lights to celebrate the birth of Jesus and 
continue to off er activities for young and old alike!  

Open through December 31, 2023, 5:00 pm to 9:00 
pm.  Indoor activities closed on Christmas Eve & 

Christmas Day.
Cost: No charge for display, donations accepted and 

additional charges for some activities.
For more information, call 618-397-6700 or visit our 

website at https://snows.org/wayofl ights
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Turning 65? 
ON MEDICARE 
AND HAVE A 
QUESTION?

Contact 

Judy Erslon 
 

EXECUTIVE SENIOR SERVICES
314.650.2714

Learn answers to The 
10 Most Common 

Medicare Questions. 
Free EDUCATION ONLY 

seminar for people 
preparing for Medicare.

Food and Beverage, 
as well as valuable 

information, on 
Saturday, September 30th AT 

THE PAVILION AT LEMAY 
305 Gregg Road, 

Lemay, MO 63125
First Seminar at 1pm  

or Second Seminar at 2:30pm
Call or Text:  

314-650-2714 
if special accommodations  

are needed.

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED              RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Stand By Generator Systems

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $100 OR MORE 314-966-3388

Largest Selection of Wine & Liquor, Great Prices!

636 931 3633
 

$1 Off Purchase of $20 or more
 

506 North Truman Blvd. • Crystal City
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EXCLUSIVE LEVELING
CONCRETE LEVELING &
POLYJACKING SERVICES

For unsightly or uneven surfaces,
call or email for an estimate 

Alex Haegele, Owner/Parishioner
314-574-2834

alex.haegele@yahoo.com 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Chad Roehrs

 
croehrs@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2122

Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING
Service since 1978

We Service All Makes & Models
11010 Gravois Industrial Ct., St. Louis

(314) 756-9444
or TollFree 877-508-7132

www.scottleeheating.com

THE WRIGHT TOUCH CO., INC.
CLEANING SERVICE

Terry Wright
President
636.548.8500 Office
314.560.2518 Cell
www.thewrighttouchco.com

Insured & Bonded
SERVING MISSOURI & ILLINOIS

Success Starts Here.
Supporting by Serving Our Community

IMPERIAL | 6021 West Outer Rd | 636.461.0235

fscb.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MOWING & LAWN MAINTENANCE • retaining walls

fertilization • commercial snow plowing
~ holiday lighting ~

(636) 296-5050

GOSKIE’S PIANOGOSKIE’S PIANO
Tuning, Regulation, Cleaning, Repairs

                              DENNIS GOSKIE 
                            314.941.610

dgoskie88@gmail.com
Schedule Online at:

www.goskiespianoservice.com
Serving St. Louis & Surrounding Areas
Member of the Piano Technicians Guild

ALLALLPROPRO
Sportswear & Vinyl, LLC
Embroidery-Lettering-Signs
314-570-9390
John & Michelle Kuster

Excellence in Eye Care since 1970
Diane G. Wilson, O.D.  •  Jon R. (Wilson) Wilzonski, O.D.

Parishioners
125 Water Tower Place, Arnold, MO  •  (636) 296-8612

www.arnoldeye.com

Gina Pate
Realtor®, SRES, ABR

314-757-7930   |   314-380-0581 ext. 725
gina.explorestlouishomes.com

Parishioner

Parishioner since 1988

Anna Barbic
Realtor | Parishioner
314.602.1457  |  636.464.3222
abarbicelite@gmail.com


