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St. Joseph Parish
Parish Offi  ce Hours: M-F: 7:30 am—3:30 pm | 636-464-1013

Clergy

Rev. Daniel G. Shaughnessy, Pastor frs@sjiparish.org | x104

Rev. Jonathan R. Ruzicka, Associate Pastor jruzicka@sjiparish.org | x116

Rev. Mr. Roland Kaiser, Permanent Deacon retired

Rev. Mr. Brian Selsor, Permanent Deacon 636-464-6901

Rev. Mr. John Wolff er, Permanent Deacon 314-420-3898

Parish Administrative Staff

Carol DuBuque, Child Safety Coordinator cdubuque@sjiparish.org | x105

Julie Hepp, Parish Accountant jhepp@sjiparish.org | x119

Kathy Larson, Communications Director klarson@sjiparish.org | x112

Keith Newbury, Facilities Manager knewbury@sjiparish.org | x110

Karla Owensby, Business Manager kowensby@sjiparish.org | x103

Rachel Schoenberger, Administrative Asst. rschoenberger@sjiparish.org | x102

Heather Selsor, Corpus Christi Center Manager hselsor@sjiparish.org | x111

Parish Ministerial Staff

Sr. Rosemary Buttice, ASCJ, Pastoral Associate rbuttice@sjiparish.org | x106

Sean Feltz, Assoc. Director of Youth Ministry sfeltz@sjiparish.org | x114

Torri Halbert, PSR Coordinator thalbert@sjiparish.org | x107

Emily Kopff , Director of Religious Education ekopff @sjiparish.org | x108

Saint Joseph School

Sr. Carol Sansone, ASCJ, Principal csansone@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x401

Sr. Ellen Cronan, ASCJ, Admin. Assistant ecronan@stjosephimperial.org
636-464-9027 x403

Tara Gaudreault, RN, School Nurse tgaudreault@stjosephimperial.org
636-464-9027 x500

Rose Preston, Offi  ce Manager rpreston@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x402

Other Ministries

Knights of Columbus, Jake Dugal 314-707-0212

Natural Family Planning, Sean/Amanda Dailey thedaileys16@gmail.com; 
314-540-1739

Parish Cemetery, Bill Regelsperger 314-808-2522

Sr. Christine’s Food Pantry 636-464-7580

St. Vincent de Paul Society Helpline 636-274-6520
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Ministry
Schedule

Aug 5
4:30 pm

Aug 6
7:00 am

Aug 6
8:30 am

Aug 6
10:00 am

Aug 6
11:30 am

Aug 6
4:30 pm

Lectors Hoff meister 
Zubliones

Schilly
Nason

Curry
Hummel

Fleiss
Jelavich

Hobbs
Schurk

Wilson
Wilson

Servers
C. Bailey
E. Bailey
A. Fanetti

Volunteers
C. Johnston
H. Preston
L. Preston

D. Murphy
W. Nesselhauf

I. Rohe

J. Vonder Haar
J. Vonder Haar
P. Vonder Haar

A. Rakers
S. Rakers
G. Oppelz

Confession Times in the Jefferson Co. Deanery

Monday
5-6:30 pm St. David, Arnold

Tuesday
5-6 pm St. John the Beloved, Imperial

Wednesday
5-6 pm St. John the Beloved, Imperial

Th ursday
5:30-7 pm St. Joseph, Imperial

Saturday
After 8 am Mass St. Rose of Lima, DeSoto 

Mass Intentions

Monday July 31, 2023
6:30 am Conversion of Hearts
8:00 am Jim Hunziker

Tuesday August 1, 2023

6:30 am Elaine Kueber

8:00 am Mary Elizabeth & Christopher Coleman (spec int)

Wednesday August 2, 2023 
6:30 am Suzanne Schlinkert (spec int)

8:00 am Ellie Rieger

Th ursday August 3, 2023 

6:30 am Matt Moff ett

8:00 am Lance Erwin, Jr.

Friday August 4, 2023 

6:30 am Ken Cox (spec int)

8:00 am Dust Family & Friends

Saturday August 5, 2023 

8:00 am Randy Celori

4:30 pm Marvin Selsor
Sunday August 6, 2023 

7:00 am Brian Murray

8:30 am Don Wentz

10:00 am Padre Pio’s Intentions

11:30 am Frank Halfmann

4:30 pm Nancy Schuhwerk (spec int)

Parish Stewardship - 7/10/2023-7/16/2023
Current Fiscal YTD

Offertory
Total collected $34,573.21 $74,760.93

Amount needed $21.568.77 $64,706.31
Surplus or shortage $13,004.44 $10,054.62

Special collections
Tuition assistance $121.00

St. Vincent dePaul $774.00
Sr. Christine’s Food Pantry $901.00
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From the Desk of
Fr. Jack Ruzicka, Associate Pastor

To the Parish Family of St. Joseph:

I want to be honest and straightforward about myself and 
what’s happening with the new parish structure.

People call me “Father” – and rightly so – but to be honest, 
I still feel like a child. In my mind, this can be a good thing. 
We are all children in God’s eyes. In the words of St. Augus-
tine: “With you, I am a Christian. For you, I am a shepherd.” 
I am both a child of God and a Spiritual Father. I can only 
be a father because I am fi rst a son. I must admit, however, 
that adjusting to the priesthood has been far from easy for 
me. I would liken myself to the boy David before going 
out to meet Goliath. Th ey tried to vest him in the armor of 
a soldier, but it was too big and awkward for him. Some-
times that’s how I feel, vested with the responsibilities of the 
priesthood. Th ey are heavy at times and I am awkward. I 
am still learning how to embrace the responsibility of being 
a father and a leader. I cannot express how grateful I am for 
the patience and generosity so many of you have extended to 
me over these past two years. I don’t talk enough about how 
much I love being a priest. Not just a priest in general, but 
your priest. I absolutely love it.

Continuing in this spirit of honesty and vulnerability, I am 
intimidated about what the coming months hold for me, Fr. 
Shaughnessy, and Msgr. Mikesch. I know my workload will 
increase drastically as I navigate fl ip-fl opping between two 
parish campuses, a high school, and dealing with my own 
“stuff .” I’m scared at what will be demanded of me. Can I live 
up to it? Will I break? In the face of this fear, I am tempted 
to inordinately self-preserve and complain. However, I will 
not let this fear overshadow the love I have for Jesus Christ 
and the Catholic community of Imperial. 

I am comforted by these words from St. Th érèse of Lisieux. 
In her autobiography, she writes, “When God stretches out 
His hand to ask, His hand is never empty; and His intimate 
friends can draw from Him the courage and strength they 
need.” God’s hands are never empty when he calls upon us 
to make a greater act of self-gift. Our hands, however, must 
be empty in order to receive what Jesus wants to give us. I 
cannot receive the grace of God if I cling to earthly comforts 

and to what is familiar. Nothing is lacking where everything 
is given. Both communities have sacrifi ces to make. 

I call upon the people of St. Joseph to develop a deep and 
sincere empathy for the changes that are taking place at St. 
John the Beloved. Change is never easy. Personally, it took 
time for me to learn that “SJBD” isn’t just a “parish out there 
somewhere,” but it is a community of people – real people 
whom I’ve come to know and love already. We are talking 
about the salvation of souls – the souls of people who need to 
be loved.

I likewise call upon the people of St. John the Beloved to 
understand that St. Joseph is aff ected by these changes much 
more than you’d think. St. Joseph is not “off  the hook.” Our 
parishioners need to accept that and buckle up for some 
things to look diff erent. St. John the Beloved is not “an extra 
burden tacked on.” Th is is not a take-over. Th is is a joint 
mission for the one thing necessary: the glory of God and the 
salvation of souls. Th ese two items are inseparable. 

“Despite life’s countless changes, the Cross stands fi rm.” Jesus 
Christ never changes! I can’t wait for August 1st. I want to get 
started. I want to serve and I want my heart to grow. I want 
to share not only the Gospel, but my very self. I guarantee 
that I will stumble and fall along the way – but I know the 
mercy of God is inexhaustible. God is not limited by our 
littleness.  

Did I mention that I love being your priest?! I know I speak 
for both Fr. Shaughnessy and Msgr. Mikesch. Let’s do this 
together. Come, Holy Spirit! 

God love you and bless you! 

Respectfully yours,

Fr. Jack Ruzicka 
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INTERIM SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Eff ective August 1, 2023, there will be 
a few changes to the schedules at both 

St. John the Beloved Disciple and St. Joseph parishes. 
Th is is a tentative schedule and is subject to change.

MASSES

SJBD:  Saturday: Vigil Mass 4:00 pm (unchanged)
 Sunday: 7:30 am (30 minutes earlier)
 Sunday: 10 am (30 minutes earlier)
 Monday: no Mass 
 Tuesday: 6:30 pm (15 minutes later) 
 Wednesday: 8:00 am (unchanged)
 Th ursday: 6:30 pm (15 minutes later)
 Friday: 8:00 am (unchanged)
SJP:  Saturday: Vigil Mass 4:30 pm (unchanged)
 Sunday: 7:00 am (unchanged)
 Sunday: 8:30 am (unchanged)
 Sunday: 10 am (unchanged)
 Sunday: 11:30 am (unchanged)
 Sunday: 4:30 pm (unchanged)
 Monday: 6:30 am only (no 8 am Mass)
 Tuesday-Friday: 6:30 & 8:00 am (unchanged)
 Wednesday: 6:30 pm (new addition)
 Saturday: 8 am (unchanged)

CONFESSIONS

SJBD: Tuesday: 5:30-6:15 pm
 Saturday: 3:00-3:45 pm
SJP: Th ursday: 5:30-7:00 pm
 Saturday: 3:30-4:30 pm
ADORATION

SJBD: Wednesday: after the 8:00 am Mass-6:00 pm
SJP: Tuesday-Th ursday: 9:00 am-9:00 pm

Announcement Regarding Mass Intentions
As you will note if you refer to the Interim Schedule 
of Services at the left, although the Mass schedule is 
only minimally impacted at St. Joseph Parish, there 
are ramifi cations for Mass intentions that have already 
been scheduled. If you have requested a Mass that is 
impacted by these schedule changes, we will reach out 
to you to reschedule.
Th ere are two situations that will require changes. Th e 
fi rst is that we will no longer off er a Monday morning 
8 am Mass. However, we will be adding a Wednesday 
evening 6:30 pm Mass. Th ose who hold Mass inten-
tions for Monday at 8 am will be off ered the Wednes-
day 6:30 pm the same week, or can choose from any 
other available opening.
Th e second situation is, you may or may not be aware 
that Canon Law requires a pastor to celebrate a Pro 
Populo Mass, a Mass “for the people” on each Sunday 
and Holy Day of Obligation. As of August 1, Fr. Dan 
Shaughnessy becomes pastor of St. John the Beloved 
Disciple Parish in addition to pastor of St. Joseph 
Parish. Canon Law stipulates that a single Mass 
satisfi es the pastor’s obligation to celebrate a Mass 
for all parishioners. As a result, changes will need to 
be made to some already-scheduled Mass intentions 
as we create a Pro Populo rotation between the two 
parishes. What this means is you may have already 
booked a Mass intention that needs to be moved. If 
you have a scheduled Mass at a time that is designat-
ed to be a Pro Populo Mass, you will be able to accept 
the exchange with the former Pro Populo Mass time. 
Parish Administrative Assistant Rachel Schoenberger 
will help you understand your options. 

WHAT IS AN ACOLYTE?
In the Roman Catholic Church a person is installed in the ministry of Acolyte in order to assist the deacon and 
the priest in liturgical celebrations, especially the Eucharistic Liturgy. You may have noticed an extra person 
serving at the altar at some of the Masses the last couple of months. Dan Darian, a St. Joseph parishioner, is one 
of 15 men entering their 5th year of diaconate formation for the Archdiocese of St. Louis. All received the Rite 
of Acolyte in May of this year and will be ordained to the Permanent Diaconate in June of 2024. Please pray for 
these men in the diaconate formation and for all vocations.
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Go to Bat for Kids is a Catholic Charities tradition that makes a memorable night at Busch Stadium possible 
for many children and families who might not otherwise have the opportunity. At each of the four Go to Bat 
for Kids games, a child will experience the thrill of throwing out a ceremonial pitch. Children served by our 
family of nine ministries will walk in a pregame parade on the fi eld.
We invite you to step up to the plate and Go to Bat for Kids by sponsoring a child for just $26.
Your donation provides admission to a game, a hot dog, and a soda. Help create a memory for one or more 
children!

To donate or for more information, go to at ccstl.org or contact your Parish Ambassador 
Michael Rodriguez at michaelamrodriguez@gmail.com.

2023 Parish Auction
Our stellar auction com-
mittee is hard at work and 
they’re looking for donations 
of new or gently used items. 
Cleaning out your closets? 
Want to purchase new items 
to donate? Th e Amazon wish 
list is now up and running; 
please use the QR code to 
access it! 
You can drop items off  in the parish offi  ce or call 
Angela Mueller (314-795-5528) or Kelly Lehn (314-
608-9866) to pick them up. 
Th ank you for helping to make the auction successful!
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Eucharistic Adorers needed:
Tuesdays:

10 am and 3 pm
Wednesdays:

9 am and 7 pm
Th ursdays:

11 am, 2, 3, 8 pm

Visitors are always welcome.

Call Mr. Patrick Smith (573) 310-3472
Th e Holy Eucharist reposes each night at 9 pm.

Seventeenth Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

In the Gospel, we fi nd that 
the demand of daily Christian 
living is to spend our life pri-
marily searching for the King-
dom of God. This month through your gifts, 
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able 
to assist families in need, providing neces-
sary food, support for utility and rent bills, and 
more.  Thank you for your desire to embrace 
and grow the Kingdom of God!

For more information, 
email Dbalsman@ymail.com

Prayer Meeting: August  9th 6:30 p.m.
Business Meeting: August 28th 6:30 p.m.

All Meetings in the Corpus Christi Center.

Th ank you to everyone who donated
 to the Annual Catholic Appeal this year.

Not only did we reach our goal,
we also exceeded our challenge goal!

2023 Goal Challenge Goal Total to Date

$80,488.00 $95,641.00 $96,215.00
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      Still have that Baby Bottle you should 
have returned to St. Joseph Parish?  

Please return it EMPTY if you must; they cost $1.50 
each for Hand-to-Hand to re-purchase.

Kindly bring the bottles to the back of Church 
or to the Parish Offi  ces.
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Matthew Anderson      
Bob Baer 

Gail Baumley 
Mike Boyd
Kay Carter

Don Compton 
Th omas Condon 

Rick Davis
Ty J. Foster

Glenda Gail Husmann
Eileen Kaiser

Jim Kaiser
Roland Kaiser

Floyd McClintock
Ron Merideth

Michael Rankin
Rich Roseman
Tauni Shuck

Dwayne Parker 
Will Roberts
Bev Spindler
Ray Spindler

Andrew Staggenborg
Noella Torgerson

Jane Werner

We pray for those in the Military:

Jack Jeff ers 
Isaac Longtin
Jacob Sarfraz
Jared Sheets 

Grant Staggenborg
Jack Vilchis

Lucas Weiland 

Our Parish 
Praying Together

May those who are ill 
be blessed by Jesus’ healing presence.

Raise Right Gift Cards For Sale

Th anks for purchasing Rais-
eRight gift cards! We appre-
ciate your support of this 
fundraiser formerly known 
as Scrip. Over the summer 
you can purchase gift cards 
during the School Offi  ce summer hours (June and 
July Tu-Th  9 am-1 pm). Or you can buy eGift cards 
or reload your gift cards using the RaiseRight app. 
Need help going digital? Reach out to our RaiseRight 
coordinator Lynn Quinlan at lynn.quinlan@ymail.com.

Buy gift cards for teachers, graduates, gas, groceries, 
restaurants, supplies, and home improvements. Sup-
port our school with no addition-
al out of pocket expense to you. 
Our school earns a percent rebate 
for every gift card sold through 
the RaiseRight program. Th anks 
for your continued support!

Passionate about sports? SJAA is looking for a few 
good people! Free sports for up to 4 kids! 
For more information contact Mitch Mueller (314) 
220-5305. Th ank you for your consideration! 
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Premium Farm Realty Group & Auction 
Adam Mikesch 
Vice President | Broker 
Minnesota- Broker/Missouri & WI - Salesperson
314-541-0389
  8721 Commercial Blvd, Ste. A
  Pevely, MO
  636-387-8317

premierfarmrealtygroup.com

Turning 65? 

ON MEDICARE 
AND HAVE A 
QUESTION?

Contact 

Judy Erslon 

Parishioner 
EXECUTIVE SENIOR SERVICES 

314.650.2714
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Parishioner since 1988

Largest Selection of Wine & Liquor, Great Prices!

636 931 3633
 

$1 Off Purchase of $20 or more
 

506 North Truman Blvd. • Crystal City

EXCLUSIVE LEVELING
CONCRETE LEVELING &
POLYJACKING SERVICES

For unsightly or uneven surfaces, 
call or email for an estimate 

Alex Haegele, Owner/Parishioner 
314-574-2834 

alex.haegele@yahoo.com 

LET’S GROW YOUR BUSINESS 
Place Your Ad Here  

and Support Our Parish!
 

CONTACT ME  
Chad Roehrs

 
croehrs@4LPi.com 

(800) 950-9952 x2122

Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO

Anna Barbic
Realtor | Parishioner
314.602.1457  |  636.464.3222
abarbicelite@gmail.com


