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Mass Times

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation

Eucharistic Adoration

Sacrament of Baptism

Sacraments of Eucharist and 
Confirmation

Sacrament of Anointing 
of the Sick

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
and Vowed Religious Life

Holy Communion for the 
Homebound

St. Joseph Parish
Parish Office Hours: M-F: 7:30 am—3:30 pm | 636-464-1013

Clergy

Rev. Daniel G. Shaughnessy, Pastor frs@sjiparish.org | x104

Rev. Jonathan R. Ruzicka, Associate Pastor jruzicka@sjiparish.org | x116

Rev. Mr. Jacob Braun, Transitional Deacon jbraun@sjiparish.org

Rev. Mr. Roland Kaiser, Permanent Deacon retired

Rev. Mr. Brian Selsor, Permanent Deacon 636-464-6901

Rev. Mr. John Wolffer, Permanent Deacon 314-420-3898

Parish Administrative Staff

Carol DuBuque, Bookkeeper cdubuque@sjiparish.org | x105

Julie Hepp, Parish Accountant jhepp@sjiparish.org | x119

Kathy Larson, Communications Director klarson@sjiparish.org | x112

Keith Newbury, Facilities Manager knewbury@sjiparish.org | x110

Karla Owensby, Business Manager kowensby@sjiparish.org | x103

Heather Selsor, Corpus Christi Center Manager hselsor@sjiparish.org | x111

Mary Truetken, Child Safety Coordinator mtruetken@sjiparish.org | x109

Parish Ministerial Staff

Sr. Rosemary Buttice, ASCJ, Pastoral Associate rbuttice@sjiparish.org | x106

Sean Feltz, Assoc. Director of Youth Ministry sfeltz@sjiparish.org | x114

Torri Halbert, PSR Coordinator thalbert@sjiparish.org | x107

Emily Kopff, Director of Religious Education ekopff@sjiparish.org | x108

Saint Joseph School

Sr. Carol Sansone, ASCJ, Principal csansone@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x401

Sr. Ellen Cronan, ASCJ, Admin. Assistant ecronan@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x403

Tara Gaudreault, RN, School Nurse tgaudreault@stjosephimperial.org
636-464-9027 x500

Rose Preston, Office Manager rpreston@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x402

Other Ministries

Knights of Columbus, Nick Wallis 314-703-6744

Natural Family Planning, Sean/Amanda Dailey thedaileys16@gmail.com;  
314-540-1739

Parish Cemetery, Bill Regelsperger 314-808-2522

Sr. Christine’s Food Pantry 636-464-7580

St. Vincent de Paul Society Helpline 636-274-6520
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Ministry 
Schedule

March 11 
4:30 pm

March 12 
7:00 am

March 12 
8:30 am

March 12
10:00 am

March 12
11:30 am

March 12
4:30 pm

Lectors Hoffmeister 
Dickinson

Dixon 
Naes

Nicholas 
Darian

Miloscia 
Munsell Schlecht Volunteer

Servers
A. Rakers 
S. Rakers 
Volunteer

Volunteers
C. Coleman 
H. Coleman 
L. Coleman

A. Fanetti 
L. Byassee 

S. Blomstrom

J. Becker 
M. Cruz 
A. Ganey

Ja. Vonder Haar 
Jo. Vonder Haar 
P. Vonder Haar

Confession Times in the Jefferson Co. Deanery

Monday
5-6:30 pm St. David, Arnold

Tuesday
5-6 pm St. John the Beloved, Imperial

Wednesday
5-6 pm St. John the Beloved, Imperial

Thursday *note: not on Holy Thursday
5:30-7 pm St. Joseph, Imperial

Saturday
After 8 am Mass St. Rose of Lima, DeSoto 

Mass Intentions

Monday March 6, 2023

6:30 am William & Margaret Dust

8:00 am Norbert Wester

Tuesday March 7, 2023

6:30 am Dust Family & Friends

8:00 am Jeanne Klosterman

Wednesday March 8, 2023 

6:30 am Charles Mueller

8:00 am Coleman Family Intentions

Thursday March 9, 2023

6:30 am Bill & John Dust

8:00 am Pauline McAndrews

Friday March 10, 2023

6:30 am Betty & Dan Fitzgerald

8:00 am Wayne Perry

Saturday March 11, 2023

8:00 am Phillip Michael Walker
4:30 pm Roman and Eleanor Wingbermuehle

Sunday March 12, 2023

7:00 am Leona Kueber

8:30 am Jim Hunziker

10:00 am Dan Fiala (special intention)

11:30 am Parishioners of St. Joseph

4:30 pm Gustave Rohde

Parish Stewardship - 2/13/2023-2/19/2023
Current Fiscal YTD

Offertory
Total collected $20,950.83 $768,433.55

Amount needed $22,170.00 $753,780.00
Surplus or shortage $1,219.17 $14,653.55 

Special collections
Tuition assistance $15.00

St. Vincent dePaul $2,195.00
Sr. Christine’s Food Pantry $670.00

Upcoming Early Bulletin Deadlines
The deadline for the Palm Sunday, April 2 bulletin is 

Friday, March 24 at noon. 
The deadline for the Easter Sunday, April 9 bulletin is 

Thursday, March 30 at noon.
Please send all submissions to bulletin@sjiparish.org
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

Negativity is toxic. It weighs people down. It rents space 
in people’s heads, as I often like to say. That said, enter St. 
Therese!
Although St. Therese of Lisieux has a reputation for being 
quiet and unassuming, she was quite adept and gentle in 
dealing with difficult people, so well in fact that they often 
thought she favored them.
We all have toxic people in our lives — those with whom 
we simply don’t get along, or who seem to be out to get 
us, or really rub us the wrong way. There’s always that 
person who causes a shudder to roll down your spine 
when you discover they’re going to be at the same party, or 
who, when passing them in the hallway, causes you to sud-
denly pull out your phone and pretend to be checking texts 
so you can avoid eye contact.
There’s no getting away from these people — as 
Therese’s experience proves, they’re everywhere, even 
in convents full of nuns. She quickly mastered the art of 
dealing with difficult people and learning to empathize 
with them.
Perhaps this is because early in her life Therese herself 
was the toxic person.
Contrary to her reputation, Therese was born with a vio-
lent nature. Her mother said, “She flings herself into the 
most dreadful rages when things don’t go as she wants 
them. She rolls on the ground as if she’s given up hope of 
anything being right again. Sometimes she’s so overcome 
that she chokes.” She herself admits in her autobiography 
Story of a Soul that her temperament could easily have 
led her to grow up to “become very wicked,” if she hadn’t 
had such good parents who helped her overcome it.”
Seek your true value
“Toxic people are relentlessly negative. They find some-
thing they don’t like, either true or made-up, and focus on 
it. The prioress, for example, decided Therese was lazy 
and continuously drove that point home. After a while, you 
can’t help but wonder if all the criticism is correct because 
if you’re told something repeatedly, even if it’s completely 
inaccurate, the steady stream negativity takes a toll after 
a while.

From the Desk of  
Fr. Dan Shaughnessy, Pastor

Therese solved this problem by ceasing to care what her 
detractor thought and seeking her value from within. She 
decided to do her work quietly, without drawing any atten-
tion to herself. She did her work to fulfill her own sense 
of self-worth and as a way of honoring God. In fact, she 
often gave others credit for the work that she actually did 
because she knew it would make them happy. When she 
stopped caring whether the prioress noticed or called her 
lazy, she was suddenly free of the negativity.”
Perfect your ability to love
It’s easy to love family and friends, but it’s hard to love 
that person who shows no redeeming qualities what-
soever. Therese speaks of a nun for whom she had a 
natural dislike and how she realized that, because love is 
an action and not a feeling, this was the perfect person 
to teach her to love better. Remember, Therese herself 
had once changed as the result of the patient love of her 
parents, so she knew the power of loving someone who 
seems unlovable.
She says, “I tried to do as many things for her as I could, 
and whenever I was tempted to speak unpleasantly to 
her, I made myself give her a pleasant smile.” After a 
while, she reports that her feelings truly began to change.
In the end, a toxic person can only affect you as much as 
you’re willing to be affected. As Therese shows, there’s 
always another choice. It may be difficult or even seem 
impossible, but her own personal example reveals that 
even the most toxic person has the potential to become a 
saint.” https://aleteia.org/2017/10/01/how-to-deal-with-that-toxic-per-
son-in-your-life-according-to-st-therese-of-lisieux/. 

These words are a challenge for each and every one of us. 
Let’s all work during this Lenten season to identify a mini-
mum of one person with whom we struggle and overwhelm 
them with kindness.

Thanks and God bless you!

Yours in Christ,
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Archdiocesan Lenten Regulations
“For God so loved the world that he gave his only 
Son, so that everyone who believes in him might 
not perish but might have eternal life. For God did 
not send his Son into the world to condemn the 
world, but that the world might be saved through 
him.” 

(John 3:16-17) 

The Church has always helped us fulfill these words 
of Jesus by prescribing very definite penance for all 
Catholics, so that we too might have Eternal life. Ac-
cordingly, the Pope and the American Bishops have 
outlined obligatory fast and abstinence as follows: 
Ash Wednesday (February 22, 2023), all Fridays 
of Lent and Good Friday (April 7, 2023) are days 
of abstinence (refraining from meat) for all Catho-
lics from age 14 onwards. On these two days, fast, 
as well as abstinence, is also obligatory for those 
from the ages of 18-59. Abstinence means refraining 
from meat. Fast means one full meal a day, with two 
smaller meals and nothing between meals (liquids are 
permitted). No Catholic will lightly excuse himself or 
herself from this obligation. 

Feast of Saint Patrick (March 17, 2023) falls on a 
Friday during Lent this year. Feasts of the Church are 
meant to be a day of celebration and rejoicing, so on 
this Friday, March 17, 2023, the faithful of the Arch-
diocese of St. Louis are dispensed from abstaining 
from meat should they choose to celebrate the Feast 
of Saint Patrick.

Archdiocesan Lenten Resources

There are many excellent resources for the Season of 
Lent you might wish to use. Following are also a list 
of some resources available for Lent this year: 
Augustine Institute Formed: 

https://formed.org/ 
Best Lent Ever daily reflections: 

https://dynamiccatholic.com/best-lent-ever 
Bishop Barron Word on Fire Lenten Reflections:

https://www.wordonfire.org/reflections/lent/ 
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Saint Joseph 
School

Enrollment Updates 
&

Information
Now enrolling for the  
2023-2024 school year
Do you know full-day  

preschool can cost  
less than daycare... 

or a babysitter?
 We have openings  

in all grades. 
Please call and  

schedule a tour! 
All admission information  
is available on the school 

website at  
stjosephimperial.org/ 

admission

Ways to Help With Fish Fry
1. Volunteer! First and foremost, volunteers are needed to staff the event 
each week. Please visit SignUp Genius to volunteer. Fish Fry is one of the 
parish’s biggest annual fundraisers and while we of course welcome the 
customers who come to eat, we couldn’t do it without a crew of volun-
teers to staff the event. We appreciate your service! The SignUp Genius 
link is on the home page of the website at www.sjiparish.org.
2. Drop off desserts! Pre-packaged desserts will be accepted in the Cor-
pus Christi Center on Thursdays and Fridays preceding each Fish Fry 
between 7:30am-3:30pm. Due to health department regulations, home-
made items may not be accepted.

Did you see our ad in the 
Leader recently?
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Knights of Columbus Council 2333 Blood Drive
Tuesday, March 7, 2:30-7 pm

Corpus Christi Center, St. Joseph Parish
Appointments: redcrossblood.org; 
use sponsor code SJCCImperial

Call Bob (314-704-8068) or Janet Hermann 
(314-304-4238)

Walk-ins welcome! 
Save time when donating by completing the 
pre-donation reading and health history on the 
day of the drive at redcrossblood.org/rapid-
pass.

A recent decline in blood donations may soon 
make it tough to keep blood products stocked 
on hospital shelves. We need all eligible do-
nors to come forward and give at our upcoming 
blood drives. Our successful blood drive can 
make a difference!

Follow us on 
Facebook!
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Permanent Diaconate Information Night

Do you feel called to do something special 
for you Church?  If so a vocation to the 
Permanent Diaconate might be something 
that you are being called to. The Office of 

the Permanent Diaconate is asking that interested 
men attend one of the Information Nights to begin 
exploring a vocation the Permanent Diaconate.  Up-
coming Information Nights will be held on Mon-
day, March 13, 2022 and Monday, March 20, 2023 
at Cardinal Rigali Center. Meetings will begin at 
6:30 pm. Wives of men considering this vocation are 
strongly encouraged to attend. For more information 
or to reserve a spot at the meeting, please contact the 
Office of the Permanent Diaconate at 314-792-7433.

RCIA Rite of Sending and Rite of Election
St. Joseph Parish is blessed to have nine men, women, 
and children who have been preparing to receive the 
sacraments of Initiation, Baptism, Confirmation and 
Holy Eucharist or to be received into the Catholic 
Church. On Sunday, Feb. 26th we had the Rite of 
Sending, the parish celebration that sends catechu-
mens and candidates to the Cathedral Basilica for the 
Rite of Election and the Call to Continuing Conver-
sion. 
The rite of election or enrollment of names is the 
recognition of God’s choice to call the catechumens 
for immediate initiation into the church. Archbishop 
Mitchell Rozanski recognized them as the Elect. The 
candidates, already baptized in another Christian 
church, were presented to Archbishop Rozanski in 
the Call to Continuing Conversion.
Please continue to pray for and welcome those who 
will become our newest Catholic members.
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Matthew Anderson
Elizabeth Bell 

Mike Boyd
Jeannie Brown 
Don Compton 

Ben Cotter
Bobbi Dickerson 
Donna Fischer 

Will Fischer
Ty J. Foster 

Murphy Garner 
Michelle Gillman 

Dave Greco 
Scott Haase 

Melissa Hartmann
Adelaide Herrell

Tom Herrell 
Ken Hopkins 
Eileen Kaiser

Jim Kaiser 
Roland Kaiser 

Scott Layton 
Charles Lesch 

Floyd McClintock 
Janet McClintock 

Georgia McDermott 
Ron Merideth 

Barb Miller
James Moss 

Dwayne Parker
Jill Pesek

Linda Powers
Will Roberts 

Claire Sackman
Nancy Shuttleworth

Vernon Speidel 
Andrew Staggenborg 

Gregory Steffan
Carleen Thomas
Noella Torgerson

Doreen Watts
Jane Werner

We pray for those in the Military:
 Meaghan Angus

Stephen Appelbaum
John Costigan 

Jack Jeffers 
Isaac Longtin

Douglas Moloney
James Moloney

Mary Margaret Moloney
Michael Moloney, Jr.

Maxwell Rayman
Tony and Elise Rich 

Jacob Sarfraz 
Jared Sheets

Lauren Slough 
Grant Staggenborg 

Conner Stark
Jack Vilchis 

Lucas Weiland

Our Parish  
Praying Together

May those who are ill  
be blessed by Jesus’ healing presence.

2nd Sunday of Lent
In the Gospel Jesus is transfig-
ured and a voice from heaven 
said, “This is my beloved Son, 
with whom I am well pleased: 
Listen to Him.”  Do we listen to 
Jesus when He asks us to take 
care of our  brothers and sisters who are suffer-
ing?  Your gift to St. Vincent  de Paul will help the 
poor in our area to celebrate the grace of God’s 
love this Lent.

For more information about joining our SVdP 
team, email Dbalsman@ymail.com 

Prayer Meeting: March 8th 6:30 pm 
Business Meeting: March 27th 6:30 pm

All Meetings in the Corpus Christi Center

Prime Timers Meeting
Wednesday, March 15th from 12:30 
pm to 2:30 pm we will be celebrating 
St. Patrick’s Day. All parishioners over 
55 are welcome to join us. Please call 
Lorraine Simms with any questions:  
(636) 333-2855

National Shrine of Our Lady of the Snows 
Visitors Center: The Day Jesus Died:  

The Passion Narratives   

Presenter:  Mark Etling, PhD 
Saturdays March 11, 18, 25 & April 1  
10 am – Noon    

The passion and crucifixion of Jesus are at the heart of 
the Christian faith. We remember and reflect on them 
every year during Holy Week. But what’s less widely 
known are the differences in the Passion narratives in 
each of the four Gospels. Each Passion narrative has 
its own depiction of Jesus, and its own theological 
emphasis. In this four-part series we will take a close 
look at each of the Passion narratives as we journey 
through Lent in anticipation of Easter Sunday. 
$40 for series/$10 per session. 
For more information, call 618-394-6281.  
Register: 

https://snows.org/ministries/spiritual-programs/

Eucharistic Adorers  
are needed

Tuesdays - 5 pm
Now accepting adorers of Jesus 

 in the Tabernacle for MONDAYs:
many hours or half/hours. Call Mr. 

Patrick Smith (573) 310-3472
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THE LITURGY OF THE 
HOURS  

(DIVINE OFFICE)
The Liturgy of the Hours is a 
significant part of the patrimo-
ny of Holy Mother Church. 
The sanctification of the hours 
throughout the day serves to 
assist all of us with keeping our 
eyes on the Lord. Please take 
advantage of this great spiritual 
opportunity and encourage oth-
ers to do so. As demand grows, 
additional hours will be added. 
TUESDAYS: Morning Prayer 
(Lauds)  
6:00 am – Main nave of the 
church.

Point of Contact:  
Stephen Appelbaum  

stefan89751@gmail.com 
314-498-9060

“In the Hours, the royal 
priesthood of the baptized is 
exercised, and this sacrifice of 
praise is thus connected to the 
sacrifice of the Eucharist, both 
preparing for and flowing from 
the Mass.” – USCCB

You May Be Interested In...
Pieced Together: Researching, Creating and Preserv-
ing Your Story: A yearlong Jefferson College Library 
initiative to promote personal, family and local history 
projects and preservation. See full details at  
https://libguides.jeffco.edu/piecedtogether  

Passionate about sports? SJAA is looking for a few 
good people! Free sports for up to 4 kids!  
For more information contact Mitch Mueller (314) 
220-5305. Thank you for your consideration! 

 
Save the Date!

Our annual golf tournament will be held this year  
on June 3rd at Oak Valley.
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Parishioner since 1988


