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Mass Times

Sacrament of 
Reconciliation

Eucharistic Adoration

Sacrament of Baptism

Sacraments of Eucharist and 
Confirmation

Sacrament of Anointing 
of the Sick

Sacrament of Marriage 

Sacrament of Holy Orders 
and Vowed Religious Life

Holy Communion for the 
Homebound

St. Joseph Parish
Parish Office Hours: M-F: 7:30 am—3:30 pm | 636-464-1013

Clergy

Rev. Anthony Yates, Pastor anthonyyates@archstl.org | x104

Rev. Jonathan R. Ruzicka, Associate Pastor jruzicka@sjiparish.org | x116

Msgr. Gregory Mikesch, In Residence

Deacon Brian Selsor, Permanent Deacon 636-464-6901

Parish Administrative Staff

Jeff Darr, Facilities Staff jdarr@sjiparish.org

Julie Hepp, Business Manager jhepp@sjiparish.org | x119

Kimberly Johnson, Administrative Asst. kjohnson@sjiparish.org | x102

Kathy Larson, Communications Director klarson@sjiparish.org | x112

Bobbie Matosich, CCC Assistant Manager bmatosich@sjiparish.org | x122

Keith Newbury, Facilities Manager knewbury@sjiparish.org | x110

Heather Selsor, Corpus Christi Center Manager hselsor@sjiparish.org | x111

Parish Ministerial Staff

Cyndi Burkard, Pastoral Associate cburkard@sjiparish.org | x117

Sr. Rosemary Buttice, ASCJ, Pastoral Associate rbuttice@sjiparish.org | x106

Alex Cammarata, Seminarian Pastoral Intern acammarata@sjiparish.org | x105

Sean Feltz, Director of Apostolic Mission sfeltz@sjiparish.org | x114

Torri Halbert, PSR Coordinator thalbert@sjiparish.org

Emily Kopff, Director of Religious Education ekopff@sjiparish.org | x108

Saint Joseph School

Sr. Carol Sansone, ASCJ, Principal csansone@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x401

Sr. Ellen Cronan, ASCJ, Admin. Assistant ecronan@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x403

Tara Gaudreault, RN, School Nurse tgaudreault@stjosephimperial.org
636-464-9027 x500

Sr. Bridget Smith, ASCJ, Admissions & Mktg bsmith@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x408

Kay Fritz, Administrative Assistant kfritz@stjosephimperial.org 
636-464-9027 x402

Other Ministries

Parish Cemetery, Bill Regelsperger 314-808-2522

Sr. Christine’s Food Pantry pantry@sjiparish.org 
636-464-7580

St. Vincent de Paul Society Helpline 636-274-6520
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Ministry 
Schedule

December 28 
4:30 pm

December 29 
7:00 am

December 29 
8:30 am

December 29 
10:00 am

December 29 
11:30 am

December 29 
4:30 pm

Lectors Dalton 
Simms

Chapman 
Chapman

Curry 
Smith

Lang 
Brotherton

Hobbs  
Schurk Jelavich

Servers N. Schmidt 
J. Schmidt Volunteer

C. Johnston 
J. Lehn 

M. Govero

V. Walt 
C. Zueck 
G. Zueck

D. Westerman 
A. Westerman 

R. Murphy
S. Rakers 
A. Rakers

Parish Stewardship 11/25/2024 - 12/1/2024
Current Fiscal YTD

Offertory
Total collected $21,767.07 $491,677.88

Amount needed $23,292.23 $512,429.08
Surplus or shortage $1,525.16 $20,751.20

Special collections
Tuition assistance $321.00

St. Vincent de Paul $15,665.00
Sr. Christine’s Food Pantry $2,032.00

Important: Bulletin Deadlines
The accelerated bulletin deadlines for 

November/December are all behind us. 
The next available bulletin for which 

submissions can be accommodated is 
January 12. The deadline for submissions 

for Jan. 12 is January 6,  
the typical Monday deadline.

As always, submissions should be sent 
 to bulletin@sjiparish.org

Mass Intentions

Monday December 23, 2024
6:30 am Peter & Claire Curtice Special Intention

Tuesday December 24, 2024 Christmas Eve

6:30 am Poor Souls in Purgatory

8:00 am Krissi Kossmann

4:00 pm For the People of SJBD/SJ Parishes 
4:15 pm 

(CCC) Irene Biermann

5:30 pm Roman & Eleanor Wingbermuehle

Wednesday December 25, 2024 Merry Christmas!

Midnight John Ruzicka

8:00 am John Price

10:00 am Calvin Weber

Thursday December 26, 2024

6:30 am Cal Weber

8:00 am Pat & Gloria Smith Special Intention

Friday December 27, 2024

6:30 am Ned Mueller

8:00 am The Poor Souls In Purgatory

Saturday December 28, 2024

8:00 am Werner Family Intention
4:30 pm Pat Foster

Sunday December 29, 2024

7:00 am Ken Goodbread

8:30 am James F. Thompson III

10:00 am Edward Grimm

11:30 am Dorothy Heimos

4:30 pm Erik Radman
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From the Desk of Fr. Anthony Yates, Pastor

Fourth Sunday of Advent

Our Blessed Mother takes center stage on this fourth Sunday of Advent, and fittingly so, as we draw near 
to the celebration of her Son’s birth. After our Lord Himself, Mary is our model and guide to a stewardship 
way of life.
Today’s Gospel passage from Luke describes Mary’s actions immediately after her “yes” to the angel Gabri-
el’s message. “Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah… and greeted Eliza-
beth.” Mary immediately begins to think of others before herself, setting out quickly to be with her cousin, 
modeling two of the pillars of stewardship – Hospitality and Service.
What warmth and humility the Mother of our Savior shows, traveling to Elizabeth to spend time with her, 
rejoicing with Elizabeth over her own incredible pregnancy, and assisting her in a time of need. And what 
joy this hospitality and service brings to Elizabeth.
Our Blessed Mother’s example of a stewardship way of life is one that we, her children, can follow in our 
own lives today. With all the gifts God gives us — our time, our talents, our material possessions — we, 
too, can offer ourselves to God by using these gifts to serve and glorify Him. In so doing, we will effectively 
spread the Good News of the Gospel to the world around us today. We will be stewards after our Mother’s 
own heart.								        ©Catholic Stewardship Consultants

Merry Christmas!

As we celebrate the Nativity of the Lord this week, we are mindful of all that 
God has done for us. In the Gospel of John he says, “The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the 
world came to be through him.” That is why we celebrate Christmas. Filled 
with joy, I pray that His light continues to shine through you and our par-
ish family. As I celebrate my first Christmas at St. Joseph Parish, I am deeply 
grateful for all the blessings I have received. Thank you for your kindness and 
support.
On behalf of Father Ruzicka, Msgr. Mikesch, Deacon Selsor, our Seminarians, 
and all our staff, I extend our Christmas greetings to you. May you be filled 
with the Christmas spirit always. May our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Beth-
lehem, bless you, your families, and your loved ones at this time of hope and 
grace. May Mary, the Mother of the Child Jesus and our Mother, watch over 
you and our beloved Parish always.
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Parish Office Closings
Please take note that both the St. John 
and the St. Joseph parish offices will be 

closed from December 21 through Jan-
uary 1, reopening on January 2. If you 
need to reach a priest for a sacramental 

emergency, please be aware that each par-
ish’s voicemail greeting offers as its first 

option “To reach a priest for a sacramental 
emergency, please press 1.” That option 
will forward your call to the priests. If 

instead you choose to leave a voice mes-
sage, those will be monitored but please 
only leave non-urgent requests in that 

manner. Another option for non-urgent 
requests is to send an email; please see 

page 2 of this bulletin for a listing.

2024 Giving Tree
Thanks to all who provided gift cards to the Giving Tree project this year. Through your 
generosity, we were able to provide gift cards for 44 families (a total of 114 children) and 8 
senior families for Christmas.
We also had blankets, toys, and lots of stuffed animals that the families were able to take 
as extra gifts for their children. They were surprised to see everything on the tables and 
were very grateful for all they received.
There are always ornaments that are taken and are not returned, but due to the 
generosity of several parishioners who wish to remain anonymous, we had the 
funds to purchase gift cards to cover the ornaments that were not returned. There 
are ornaments still coming in this week, and we thank all of you who took an 
ornament off the tree and returned it. This project would not be successful without 
the amazing generosity of our parish family.
A recycle box will be set up in the church vestibule in January for you to recycle 
Christmas cards. Please return only the front side of the cards. 
Have a Blessed holiday season and a safe and healthy New Year.
The Giving Tree Committee

School Board Elections
The Saint Joseph School Board will be 
holding an election for 3 new members 
soon. Prior to the election, candidate 
bios will be published in the bulletin. If 
you have any questions, please contact 
the school board at schoolboard@
stjosephimperial.org
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Saint Joseph School
School Improvement Process 2024

Visiting Team Comments

We, the members of the Visiting Team, wish to thank 
the educational and parish community of St. Joseph. The 
school opened its hearts to us and provided us with a 
warm welcome. We are thankful for the hospitality and use 
of the school. We appreciate the kindness shown to us as 
we worked together on the School Improvement Process.
We offer a word of gratitude to St. Joseph Parish com-
munity for their work together to ensure a safe, secure, 
developmentally appropriate learning environment for 
the students of Saint Joseph School. We commend Rever-
end Anthony Yates for his dedication and support of the 
school, faculty, staff, and the parish community. Although 
newly assigned, Fr. Yates has demonstrated his commit-
ment to the school through his ongoing efforts to connect 
with faculty, staff, parents, and students.
We offer a word of gratitude to Sr. Carol Sansone, prin-
cipal of Saint Joseph School. We commend her for her 
faith-filled leadership as she expresses God’s love through 
her vocation. Sr. Carol is committed to the success of Saint 
Joseph School and promoting a student-centered learning 
environment.
We acknowledge and commend the faculty and staff of 
Saint Joseph School for providing an outstanding and 
academically successful environment for the students and 
families. The faculty is involved and impassioned about the 
growth of the whole child. We also commend the faculty 
on working together to live the mission of Saint Joseph 
School each day. We especially want to acknowledge the 
strong sense of Catholicity that is seen and felt in both the 
members of this community and all areas of the school 
facility.
We commend the students of Saint Joseph School for their 
enthusiasm, energy, and kindness toward one another, the 
faculty, staff, and all visitors. They are living examples of 
the school’s core values to instill faith, inspire excellence, 
foster kindness, cultivate service, and respect differences.
We wish to thank all those who served on the steering 
committee for the School Improvement Process. We com-
mend their tireless efforts to provide a strategic plan that 
will benefit this community in years to come.
Finally, we offer a word of praise to the parents of Saint 
Joseph School. They are clear champions of the school’s 
mission by building community and supporting the school 
through their time, talents, and treasures.
The school improvement document is only a glimpse of 
the school, but through our visit, observations, and per-
sonal encounters, we were able to witness the great sense of 
community that is Saint Joseph School.
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Way of Lights Run
The Shrine Grounds and Visitors Center

January 1, 2025, 5:00 pm.  

What better way to start the year than going 
through this exciting course while surrounded 
by a display of over 1.5 million beautiful, 
colorful and breathtaking Christmas lights!

Join us at the National Shrine of Our Lady of 
the Snows for our annual 5k Run and 1.5-mile 
Fun Walk as you welcome in the New Year!!  

Cost: Register by December 17 to receive a 
WOL Run T-shirt and the early you register, the 
better the price!  Pricing now starts at $35.00 
for the Run and $25.00 for Walk if registered 
by December 17, 2024.  Price increases 
starting December 18, 2024.

For more information, visit https://snows.org/
wolrun/ or call 618-397-6700.

Jonah Prayer Ministry 
St. John the Beloved Disciple Parish

Saturday, 1/4 
after 4:00 pm Mass  

Sunday, 1/5 
after 9:00 am Mass 

Immediately after Mass near the 
front of church, Jonah prayer ministers will be 

available to pray with you for whatever is on your 
heart, confidentially.

Seeds of Healing through Faith, Hope, and Love
Please join us for our 2nd annual Seeds of Healing 
retreat on Saturday, Jan. 18, 2025, from 9 am – 7 
pm, at Marianist Retreat Center. This event is de-
signed to bring God’s healing touch to anyone who 
has lost a loved one to any tragic death, including 
suicide. This day of reflection is designed to help in 
the journey through grief emotions and come out 
renewed with confidence in God’s love and care 
for each one of us.
There will be time for healing prayer, discussions, 
sharing, learning techniques for healthy outlet of 
emotions, and testimony from those who have 
healed from the same pain you may be feeling. For 
more information, don’t hesitate to reach out to 
Barb @ 314.910.3942 
or Mary @ 
314.210.5098 or Shel-
by @ 636.288.9841 
https://marianistre-
treat.com/events/
seeds-of-healing-re-
treat-2025
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December 22nd 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Jesus was born during the night 
of the year when darkness is the 
longest. The Savior of the world 
comes for the people in dark 
places. The real, lasting, and 
deep joy is that the Light shines 
there.  Accept the Holy Spirit’s guidance in 
advancing towards and through Christ’s Light. 
Picking up others and letting them see your 
Hope in Christ is part of Christian living.  Next 
Sunday is Fifth Sunday weekend, watch for 
a possible 2nd collection for St. Vincent de 
Paul!        

For more information,  
email Dbalsman@ymail.com

 
Business Meeting: 12/23, 6:30 pm

Prayer Meeting: 1/8, 6:30 pm
 All meetings in the Corpus Christi Center.
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Kathy Bonito
Virginia Boxdorfer

Ebony Burse 
Mike Boyd

David Greco 
Eileen Kaiser 

Jim Kaiser
Roland Kaiser

Diana Schwalbert
Laura Sheets 

Noella Torgerson

We pray for those in the Military:
Meaghan Angus

Wyatt Cook 
John Costigan 

Collin Fitzsimmons 
Kamryn Heredia 

Jack Jeffers 
Isaac Longtin 

Austin McHaffie-Sharp 
Jacob Sarfraz 
Jared Sheets 

Grant Staggenborg 
Jack Vilchis 

Lucas Weiland
Megan Weiland

Our Parish  
Praying Together

May those who are ill  
be blessed by Jesus’ healing presence:

Reminder: names are published for 60 days.  
Please contact the office to add/remove names.

RaiseRight Gift Cards For Sale

Gift cards are available for 
purchase in the school, or 
you can buy eGift cards 
or reload your gift cards 
using the RaiseRight 
app. Our school earns a 

percent rebate for every 
gift card sold through the 
RaiseRight program.  
Thanks for your 
continued support!

“I have loved you with 
an everlasting love.”                                                        

Jeremiah  31:3

Because Jesus loves you so much, 
He dwells in the Blessed Sacra-
ment 24/7 in Catholic churches 
throughout the world. Just think 

what a priceless treasure of whom is in our midst in 
the Blessed Sacrament -“Christ’s True Presence” - 

 offered to the world as a sign of His love.  
Grow more and more in love with Our Lord, as you 

spend time with Him with each visit you make to the 
Adoration Chapel.

Can you help adore at one of these hours each week?
Tuesday 6:00 pm

Wednesday 1:00 pm
Thursday 2:00 pm, 3pm, or 4 pm. 

(Please contact Barb @ 314-732-2256)
 

Ask the parish office for the door code

Important Calendar Note
There will be no Eucharistic Adoration on 

the following dates:
Christmas Eve, December 24th  
Christmas Day, December 25th

New Year’s Eve, December 31st

New Year’s Day, January 1st

If you are signed up for Thursday hours, 
those will follow the normal schedule  

both weeks.

Do you receive email  
from the parish? 

We use “Constant Contact” to email parishioners. 
If you do NOT get the emails and wish to receive 

them, please notify  
Kim Johnson in the parish office at  

kjohnson@sjiparish.org  
or 636-464-1013. 
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Turning 65? 
ON MEDICARE 
AND HAVE A 
QUESTION?

Contact 

Judy Erslon 

EXECUTIVE SENIOR SERVICES
314.650.2714

St. John Parishioner

– FIELDER – ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC.
LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED              RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

Service Upgrades • New Homes • Remodeling • Room Additions • Basements • Kitchens 

Bathrooms • Code Violations • Knob & Tube Upgrades • Stand By Generator Systems

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $100 OR MORE 314-966-3388

Largest Selection of Wine & Liquor, Great Prices!

636 931 3633
 

$1 Off Purchase of $20 or more
 

506 North Truman Blvd. • Crystal City

MARKMARK

Vernon Vernon 
& Sons& Sons
RemodelingRemodeling
RenovationRenovation

RestorationRestoration

No job is No job is 
too smalltoo small

314-578-3140314-578-3140
& 314-578-4139& 314-578-4139

Parishioners - St. Joseph

Your Real Estate Consultant

Parishioner

Arnold  
Animal Hospital
Hwy 141 and Astra Way 

11 Municipal Drive

636-296-7060

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION

(636) 296•1200 
www.arnoldairandmore.com

PARISHIONER

 

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance 4 Police/Fire 
4 Family/Friends 4 GPS & Fall Alert

800.809.3570
/mo.$1995

Starting At

md-medalert.comCALL NOW!
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EXCLUSIVE LEVELING
CONCRETE LEVELING &
POLYJACKING SERVICES

For unsightly or uneven surfaces,
call or email for an estimate 

Alex Haegele, Owner/Parishioner
314-574-2834

alex.haegele@yahoo.com 

AIR CONDITIONING
& HEATING
Service since 1978

We Service All Makes & Models
11010 Gravois Industrial Ct., St. Louis

(314) 756-9444
or TollFree 877-508-7132

www.scottleeheating.com

THE WRIGHT TOUCH CO., INC.
CLEANING SERVICE

Terry Wright
President
636.548.8500 Office
314.560.2518 Cell
www.thewrighttouchco.com

Insured & Bonded
SERVING MISSOURI & ILLINOIS

Success Starts Here.
Supporting by Serving Our Community

IMPERIAL | 6021 West Outer Rd | 636.461.0235

fscb.com

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL
MOWING & LAWN MAINTENANCE • retaining walls

fertilization • commercial snow plowing
~ holiday lighting ~

(636) 296-5050

GOSKIE’S PIANOGOSKIE’S PIANO
Tuning, Regulation, Cleaning, Repairs

	                             DENNIS GOSKIE	
	                           314.941.6102

dgoskie88@gmail.com
Schedule Online at:

www.goskiespianoservice.com
Serving St. Louis & Surrounding Areas
Member of the Piano Technicians Guild

ALLALLPROPRO
Sportswear & Vinyl, LLC
Embroidery-Lettering-Signs
314-570-9390
John & Michelle Kuster

Excellence in Eye Care since 1970
Diane G. Wilson, O.D.  •  Jon R. (Wilson) Wilzonski, O.D.

Parishioners
125 Water Tower Place, Arnold, MO  •  (636) 296-8612

www.arnoldeye.com

Gina Pate
Realtor®, SRES, ABR

314-757-7930   |   314-380-0581 ext. 725
gina.explorestlouishomes.com

Parishioner

Missouri

CatholicMatch.com/MO

Jim Haar
Parishioner

314-680-3890

 
 
 
 

jhaar@sapaugh.com

$20 OFF
Tree Pruning / Removal / Fertilization
314-227-7545 | davey.com

AAA PAINTING
Interior and Exterior

Powerwashing & Mildew Removal
Specializing in Staining Cedar

& Log Homes, Decks, etc.
Residential/Commercial

Free Estimates • 30+ Years Experience
GARY NAUCKE - INSURED

636-937-2130

KELCIE LITTLETON 

 

Custom cleaning plans  

to fit your needs 
 

premiercleanersstl@gmail.com 

premiercleaners_stl


