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V Advent:

Pl Fr. Anthony Yates, Pastor

St. Joseph Parish

Fourth Sunday of Advent

As we gather on this Fourth Sunday of Advent, we find ourselves standing at the very threshold of
Christmas. The candles of our wreath burn brighter now—symbols of a hope that draws near, of a
promise soon fulfilled. In just a short time, we will kneel once more at the manger, marveling at the
God who becomes small so that we may draw close to Him.

Over these final days before Christmas, | encourage each of you to spend time in prayer, silence, and
reflection. Perhaps make a visit to the church for a quiet moment before the Blessed Sacrament, take
a few extra minutes to read Scripture as a family, or offer an act of kindness to someone who may be
lonely or struggling this season. Small acts of love make room for Christ in our hearts.

1.Light all four candles

2.Read from Scripture: "And the angel said to them, “Be not afraid; for behold, | bring you good
news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born this day in the city of David
a Savior, who is Christ the Lord." (Luke 2:10-11)

3.Pray the Advent Wreath Prayer for Week 4: “Dear Jesus, may the light of your love always shine in
our hearts. As Christmas draws closer, we marvel at your great love for us. Let your love transform
every aspect of our lives and touch everyone we encounter. Our hearts are open to you, Jesus.
Amen.”

4. Reflect: What concerns, joys, worries, and prayers do you want to bring to Jesus this Christmas?

Please also take a moment this week to review our Christmas Mass schedule. We look forward to
celebrating the Nativity of Our Lord together as a parish family, welcoming the light that shines in
every darkness. May these last days of Advent be filled with anticipation, peace, and joy. Let us
prepare well, so that when Christmas dawns, our hearts may be ready to receive Him, just as Mary
and Joseph welcomed Him in Bethlehem.

Merry Christmas!

As we celebrate the Nativity of the Lord this week, we are mindful of all that
God has done for us. In the Gospel of John he says, “The true light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the
world came to be through him.” That is why we celebrate Christmas. Filled with
joy, | pray that His light continues to shine through you and our parish family.

On behalf of Father Morris, Deacon Selsor, Seminarian Jacob, and all our staff, |
extend our Christmas greetings to you. May you be filled with the Christmas
spirit always. May our Lord Jesus Christ, born in Bethlehem, bless you, your
families and loved ones at this time of hope and grace. May Mary, the Mother of
the Child Jesus and our Mother, watch over you and our beloved Parish always.
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St. Joseph Parish

Prepare the Way of the Lord: My Advent Promises
Week 4: Love
How will I be loving?

As we begin our Advent journey, we invite the parish to embrace the
gift of love through worship, prayerful reflection, and outreach.

Prepare the Way of the Lord: Love

As we begin our Advent journey, we
invite the parish to embrace the gift
of love through worship, prayerful
reflection, and outreach.

MERRY
CHRISTMAS

For unto us, a Savior is born!

This Christmas, we reflect on the incredible
gift Jesus is. May your heart be filled with
his peace, your home with his joy, and your
life with his hope renewed.

Merry Christmas!

Christmas Mass Schedule!

Christmas Eve Masses: December 24, 2025
4:00 p.m. — Church
4:15 p.m. — Corpus Christi Center
6:00 p.m. — Church

Christmas Day Masses: December 25, 2025
12:00 a.m. — Midnight Mass in Church
8:00 a.m. — Church
10:00 a.m. — Church

Parish Office Schedule
The Parish Office will be closed

December 24 through January 2.

We will reopen on Monday,

January S.

Adoration Schedule
The Adoration Chapel

will be closed Wednesday,
December 24 and
Thursday, December 25.
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Christmas Memorial Flowers & Decorations

Parishioners are invited to contribute toward our
Christmas poinsettias and decorations.

FRss 0

Donations may be made in memory of loved ones and
will be acknowledged in the bulletin published the
second week of January.

A customary gift is $10, but all contributions are
gratefully appreciated.

Please complete the form below (you may also use the
Poinsettia envelope in your OSV packet).

Return it with your donation in an envelope, place it in
the collection basket or drop it off at the Parish Office.

Your Name:

LR T —— S AT, | -

Your Address:

In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

Christmas Flower Offering: $10 x Poinsettias = $

Please submit your donation by December 21
to ensure your memorial is included.
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A Hn]y Day of Ol)lig;ltiun Mass 'I'imes

?ﬁeafing Service

Friday January 9th 6:30-8:30pm
~hosted by prayer group members who care to help others-

Have you or a loved one been suffering from a physical or

pain? Join us for a healing service as we wnmhlp and leamn together
that Jesus loves us and He WANTS to hﬂl us. Whether its headaches,
knee pain, back pain, anxiety, d ia, or even cancer,
NOTHING is too big or too mll for Jesus.

Join us in the church with your friends and family

St Joseph Church

6020 Old Antonia Rd. Imperial, MO 63052
Questions? Contact Ashley Happe ashley 12boyer@#yahoo com

4 SUNDZY IN ADVENT
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GROWINGA

INSPIRATION FOR THE WEEK:
Sometimes we want God's
instructions to be clear and precise
— like the angel in Joseph’s dream.
But Joseph’s understanding was
only as strong as his devotion to
God'’s will. If we give our lives to God
as Joseph did, we will know what he
asks of us! What does "giving of your
life to God" mean to you?

4" Sunday of Advent * Matthew 1:18-24

Gospel Question of the Week:
? We hear how Joseph struggled initially with the news of Mary’s @
< pregnancy. How do you discern making difficult decisions? <

4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

HOW COULD HE DIDN'T — HE
JOSEPH HAVE HAD FAITH THAT
SO MUCH 60D COULD

SPEAK TO HIM
~~ ANY WAY 60D
WANTED TO!

FAITH IN
DREAMS?

\ g
Bl
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DONATE YOUR BLOOD,

SAVE A LIFE
TODAY.

American Red Cross Blood Drive

Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Council 2333
Tuesday, January 13
2:30-7:00 p.m.

Make an appointment by calling:
Bob - (314) 704-8068
Janet Hermann - (314) 304-4238

e
UESE Scan here to make
2 an appointment!
SRR PP

HELP PREVENT A
WINTER BLOOD

SHORTAGE

© Ao

SAVE-THE-DATE

Light of Life
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,

“I am the light of the world; he who follows me
will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

February 7, 2026
9:00am-3:00pm

S| Commons at SLUH
4970 Oakland Ave

St. Joseph Parish

Sunday, December 21, 2025

Want to give to St. Joseph Parish
and NOT pay taxes?

The IRS allows for a "Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD

which provides you the ability to give or contribute to church &

not pay taxes without itemizing,

ife Please reach our to Julie at the church office at 636-464-1013 x 119
! ¥ o 3
with questions & seek guidance with your tax professional.

Here are the rules:
* You must be 70.5 or older at the time of distribution.

"". ® The distribution MUST come directly from the IRA

£ custodian/administrator.
E ® Ifyou are 73 or older, this can qualify as part or all of your

Required Minimum Distribution.
® The distribution is NOT considered as income when filing
your tax return, and you do not have to itemize to get the tax
savings.

® Contact your IRA provider for the paperwork to make this

happen

This is a great way to give to church in a tax efficient manner!

P——

CATHOLIC WOMEN

Light of Life
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“I am the light of the world; he who follows me

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
.: JOHN 8: 1~IF

e Ml
March 21, 2026
9:00am-3:00pm
S| Commons at SLUH
4970 Ockland Ave

( whalic

WOMEN FOR CHRIST
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E KENRICK-(GLENNON

Christmas Day Second Collection
for Kenrick-Glennon Seminary

Our special Christmas Day collection
will support the seminarians of
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary. Your
generosity helps form our future

priests. Thank you for your support!

December 21, 2025
4th Sunday of Advent

In today’'s Gospel, we hear that Jesus will be named
Emmanuel, which means “God is with us." The
mystery of the birth of Jesus is supremely a mystery
of love. May Christmas find us more and more like
Him: more humble, more holy, more happy and
more full of God. Is there a family you know who
requires help at this time? If so, please contact our
Society of St. Vincent de Paul. Emmanuel, God is
with us.

For more information, email
connie41370@gmail.com

No December Meetings!

Prayer Meeting: January 14th 6:30 p.m.
Business Meeting: January 26th 6:30 p.m.

All Meetings in the Corpus Christi Center

. oy
QEMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS
OUR SICK & HOMEBOUND

Please contact the office to add/remove names.
Prayers for Our Active Military Members:

d Niemele Ka tko
i Reminder: Names are published for 60 days. i
2\ Andrew Hunt g

Austin McHaffie-Sharp
Caleb Curran

James Moloney
Jared Sheets
Lauren Slough

Cory Stockton Lucas Weiland

Douglas Moloney Mary Margaret Lombardo
Grant Staggenborg Meaghan Angus

Isaac Longtin Megan Stockton

Jack Jeffers Michael Moloney

Jack Vilchis Tony & Elise Rich

Jacob Sarfraz

Names remain for 12 months.
To add a loved one, contact the parish office. /

NG . S

= = e

Seven Sisters Aposto|ate

Seven Sisters Apostolate
Seven women each commit to pray one holy hour per
week for a specific priest or bishop. This daily prayer for our
clergy strengthens the Church & supports their ministry.

We're looking for women to commit to one holy hour a
week for the priests. Please contact the Anchoress at
elisabethpifer@gmail.com.
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A word from
Saint Joseph School

We wish everyone a merry and blessed
Christmas. May the reason for the season bring
joy to all of your celebrations with family and
friends. Please remember that the School
Office staff will also be enjoying this season
with their loved ones. The School Office will be
closed from Noon on December 19 through
January 4. Classes will resume on Monday,
January 5.

Registration for 2026-2027 School Year
Re-enrollment for current students and their
siblings (including 3 and 4 year olds) begins
Tuesday, January 6. Our current families have
priority to re-enroll prior to opening
registration to new families on February 3.
During this January window, enrollment is
first-come, first-serve for current families. Your
child’s enrollment is not guaranteed until you
have paid the $300/child non-refundable
registration fee.

Please take advantage of enrolling during this
window, as we cannot hold indefinitely spots
for current students after this date. We have
robust enrollment for most of our grades, and
expect that some grades, especially JrK,
Kindergarten, and 1st grade, will fill quickly. If
you have not yet completed an Admissions
Inquiry, please scan the QR Code or submit an
Inquiry on the Admissions section of our
website.

X MOScholars

Powered by the Today & T Educati | Foundati
ted yOUT
w orl‘\e . ioo The MOScholars Program provides financial support o
- me 1S 2 qualifying Missouri families to help cover educational
“\C% §or ‘ne\P . expenses, including tuition at eligible schools.
h‘g Student Eligibility: Scan below to learn more
‘ (] Be a Missour resicent and lake the pre-qual survey
CY Mot sodrit whe rmeshy EITE
ONE of the paths 1o aligibiiity ‘.""’%"N

MOScholans income §ligibility Guedelines

(Effective hly 1, 2005 heve 30, 2006)

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY CHECHLIST

*Pick a path to eligibility* HUVE
. Q
y ach”‘d Wfth
= 2 fEP/fSpp
[ The student has a written IEP/ISP :
[JThe IEP/ISP must be dated within 36 months of application

Have a child Path 2
sturt‘lng K OF (5 1he family does not exceed 300% of free
: G‘fud’e and reduced lunch income guidelines

O The student is entering Kindergarten or 1st grade
Path X
Have a [ The family does not exceed 300% of free

cut’\'e“ and reduced lunch income guidelines
‘ar? 0 Must have aftended a public/charter school

Sch\::{. ngs for one semester during the previous 12 months
Sibling$
qualify Path 4;

O The family does not exceed 300% of free
and reduced lunch income guidelines
O A sibling of a qualified student who received
a scholarship in the previous year and will
again the upcoming school year

Prayer for Advent - Miracles

Dear God,

You are in the miracle business. | still
believe that You can move mountains &
separate seas. Break into every unknown &
astound us with Your goodness & grace.

Amen.
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STEWARDSHIP REPORT

St. Joseph Parish

Sunday, December 21, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS

Contributions for: November 24-30 Monday December 22, 2025
Fiscal Year 26- July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026 L
y 6:30am Eve Phillipson
Current Fiscal YTD 8:00am For a culture of life in America
Tuesday December 23, 2025
Offertory 6:30am Conversion of Hearts
8:00am Special Intentions of St. Joseph Parish Staff
Total
Collected $2520313 $592.834.94 Wednesday | December 24,2025
6:30am Poor Souls in Purgatory
Amount $2564659 | $564224.93 800am | Marian Telthorst
Needed
4:00pm Michael Moonier
415pm Edward & Irene Biermann
Surplus or $443.46 $28,610.01 P
Shortage R
6:00pm Roman & Eleanor Wingbermuehle
Thursday December 25, 2025
Special
Collections 12:00am Danny McKee
8:00am John G. Price
St. Vincent .
$3,136.44 10:00am For the people of SIBD/SJ Parishes
De Paul
Friday December 26, 2025
St. 6:30am Increase in Vocations
Christine’s $1,043 . . .
8:00am Increase in Religious Vocations
Food Pantry
Saturday December 27, 2025
Tuition $221 8:00am Special Intentions of St. Joseph School Staff
Assistance
4:30pm Johanna Morris
Sunday December 28, 2025
. . 7:00am Elizabeth Rimini
Please stop by, call, or email the parish
office to schedule Mass Intentions. Mass 8:30am James F. Thompson, Il
cards for special intentions or in
memory are available; they may be 10:00am | Mike Moonier
icked up in the parish office.
P P P 11:30am For the people of SIBD/SJ Parishes

The stipend per Mass is $10.

4:30pm

Ken Simms













