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Fr. Anthony Yates, Pastor

Third Sunday of Advent

As we enter this Third Sunday of Advent—Gaudete Sunday—the Church invites us to rejoice!
Even amid our busy preparations and the challenges of daily life, we pause to remember that
the Lord is near. His coming brings light to our darkness and hope to our hearts.

1.Light the first and second purple candles and the pink candle

2.Read from Scripture: "And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they
had heard and seen, as it had been told them." (Luke 2:20)

3.Pray the Advent Wreath Prayer for Week 3: “Dear Jesus, help us focus on you during this
busy season. May we stay aware of the joy you bring into our lives. We want to find you in
the everyday moments and come with hearts of gratitude to your manger on Christmas.
Amen.”

4. Reflect: On a scale from 1-10, how would you rate your joy this Advent? How might God be
inviting you to open yourself up to the joy of the season?

One of the greatest ways we prepare for Christ's coming is by opening our hearts to His
mercy. Advent is a season of joyful expectation, but it is also a season of repentance—of
clearing away anything that keeps us from fully receiving the Lord. The Sacrament of
Reconciliation is a beautiful gift that restores peace to our souls and renews our relationship
with God.

To help us prepare well, don’'t forget that we will have an Advent Confession Evening on
Monday, December 15 from 5:30-7:00 PM, with extra priests available to hear confessions. This
is a wonderful opportunity for families, individuals, and anyone who has been away from the
sacrament for a while. Whether it has been months or many years, Christ waits for you with
open arms. Let us continue to pray for one another as we prepare to celebrate the birth of our
Savior.

Aduvenl; Conlennions ali SU Jodeph

Monday, December 15th, 5:30 7pm
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Prepare the Way of the Lord: My Advent Promises

Christmas Mass Schedule!

| _ Christmas Eve Masses: December 24, 2025
How will I be joyful? 4:00 p.m. — Church

4:15 p.m. — Corpus Christi Center
6:00 p.m. — Church

As we begin our Advent journey, we invite the parish to embrace the
gilt of joy through worship, prayerful reflection, and outreach.

Prepare the Way of the Lord: Joyiul Christmas Day Masscs: December 25, 2025

As we begin our Advent journey, we 12:00 a.m. — Midnight Mass in Church

~invite the parish to embrace the gift of
_ 'f"‘ joy through worship, prayerful 8:00 a.m. — Church
AN S reflection, and outreach. 10:00 2.m. — Church

This Advent, you can join **our
Pray25 Community Challenge**
& the **Advent Kids Challenge**

on Hallow—at no extra cost!

Simply download the app, go to
the *“Church™* tab at the bottom,
Prepare your heart for St & search for **St. Joseph Parish,
Jesus this Advent with sl qpalon il lpsiser ey
daily prayer on Hallow Imperlal . From there, you can
participate in our daily Advent

FAMILY CONTENT
& KIDS CHALLENGE

challenge, access prayers, &

Prep, & Al ids Haty Hour

explore many other features.

BIBLE STORIES
& SLEEP CONTENT

It's a wonderful way to dive deeper
into Advent & prepare your heart
to welcome Jesus this season.
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Christmas Memorial Flowers & Decorations

Parishioners are invited to contribute toward our
Christmas poinsettias and decorations.

Donations may be made in memory of loved ones and
will be acknowledged in the bulletin published the
second week of January.

A customary gift is $10, but all contributions are
gratefully appreciated.

Please complete the form below (you may also use the
Poinsettia envelope in your OSV packet).

Return it with your donation in an envelope, place it in
the collection basket or drop it off at the Parish Office.

Your Name:

Your Address:

In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

Christmas Flower Offering: $10 x Poinsettias = $

Please submit your donation by December 21
to ensure your memorial is included.

\doration
in Chapel
I-Th 9 am9 pm

Rec n_llLlhulu\ll

Monday 5 )(

|m| and
Satur l]d\

303 pm

Donut
Sunday
|':'|'l 14th

in |||t'
Caleteria

Advent on Tap
Dec. 14ih
E.lllllk-.

Pauline Sisters

l " i o
Opm Food Books : 1 Sal
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Adveni I onlessions

Ad\) Ql’lt gt amlsdioniy

a Journey lowards

A T TR T, —

THE DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL ARE VISITING OUR PARISH!

We're delighted to welcome the Daughters of 5t. Paul
from Pauline Books & Media to our parish! The Sisters will
be bringing a wonderful display of Catholic books & gifts
perfect for the Advent & Christmas season.

Where You'll Find Them:
Saturday, December 13: Breakfast with Santa —
Book table available during the event
Sunday, December 14: Before & after all weekend Masses

i

The Sisters' mission is to evangelize through media, especially
through uplifting & faith-filled books. It's a great opportunity
to find meaningful Christmas gifts for your family & friends.

|/ sy manay -

Questions? Contact Sr. Laura at 314-965-3512.

ST. JOSEPH HOME & SCHOOL

St. Joseph Catholic Schoal
6024 0ld Antonia Rd
Imperial, MO 63052

636-464-9027
stjosephimperial.org

Help support
our students at
St. Joseph School

in Imperiall

TICKETS ARE $25 E
PURCHASE BY SCANNING THE QR
HTTPS://GORAISEDOUGH.C
ALL SALES WILL BE ONLINE ON
TICKETS ON SALE FROM 11/16-12/14
DRAWING WILL TAKE PLACE ON 12/15 TO ENSURE DEL!UI:Q&
OF THE CHECK BEFORE CHRISTMAS
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Sanctuary

A Ministry for Mental Health Support! Want to give to St. Joseph Parish

and NOT pay taxes?

The IRS allows for a "Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD .
which provides you the ability to give or contribute to church &

You are not alone. Come as you are.

not pay taxes without itemizing.

Sanctuary is a monthly mental health support |
group open to anyone 17 & older.

Jfe Please reach out to Julie at the church office at 636-464-1013 x 119
with questions & seek guidance with your tax professional.

Monday, December 15 : IR

* You must be 70.5 or older at the time of distribution.

7: 00 PM 1n Rln C 11n t_he CCC i ® The distribution MUST come directly from the IRA

. custodian/administrator.
Free m wend! | * Ifyouare 73 or older, this can qualify as part or all of your
Required Minimum Distribution.
® The distribution is NOT considered as income when filing
TO Slgn up’ (.‘.Olltaglorﬁat 573 3 1 0 3 1 03 your tax return, and you do not have to itemize to get the tax
ry60! 1@earthlmk net —

® Contact your IRA provider for the paperwork to make this

happen

This is a great way to give to church in a tax efficient manner!

2 T\ 1&@\&"

Parish Office
Schedule
The Parish Office
‘ will be closed
e B o ber 24 -

January 2.

KUILPING MEN

FKREWINS FALTH,

FREE EVENT! FREE WILL OFFERING.
SCAN HERE TO REGISTER!

T sronsone We’ll reopen on

s I

Monday, January 5.
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CAL

for 4" - 8" grade
CHRISTMAS CHOIR

For 4 PM Rehearsal on All students
Christmas Eve Tuesday, Dec. 16™ (school, PSR, &
Mass w/ 5:30-7 PM in the homeschool)
Archbishop Church Meeting are welcome to
Rozanski Room attend!

Contact Nori Fahrig, Director of Sacred Music, for
more details. pfahrig@stjiosephimperialorg

L e the \pp or Pre-Ovder at the
School OfTice

Gift Cards from most major retailers are available. It's a
way to purchase your gift cards to give as gifts or to
ase vour gifts. If you would like to preorder cards,

irders placed by the 12" of the month, will be available for

\ pickup after the 20" of the month.

sign up, e this link of Scan the QR Code,

. nﬂ wan raiseright comienrollSIA 146312114 §
- EHOLIDAY DEADLINE IS 12112 for preovders
b | ‘N e Froaoavks Mo & o Hogtel o T Dlome & sl

A Hol_y Day of Obligation

R

Wi Tiimes |

ImpACTS Community

GIFT WRAPPING

Skip the stress this Christmas and
let our ACTS Elves work their

holiday magic!
Sunday, St. Joseph Catholic Parish
L 812/14/2025 Corpus Christi Center
9am - 3pm 6020 Old Antonia Road,
Imperial Missouri 63052

be haPPyl
It S Donut, Cunday!

p—
Join uSin
the cafeteria
after Mass.
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Catholic Sunday Mass Readings Preparation 2025
Thursday mornings at 9:30 am -- Scripture Study
Come, join us every Thursday morning as we prepare
for our Sunday Mass encounter with Jesus. All are
welcome as we delve into the heart of the coming
Sunday readings in our Parish Office Conference
Room from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. After Thursday morning
8 a.m. Mass, you may say a rosary & chaplet with us
before coming to the Parish Center. Questions?
Call Pat Smith, 573-310-3472.

Our Sunday Readings

December 14, 2025
3rd Sunday of Advent

In today's Gospel, Jesus tells us that the good news
can be seen, touched, felt and heard through the
lives of God's people. We are now charged to take
up the ministry of Jesus'. but we can't just ask
people to take our word for it; our actions must also
speak for us. Is there a family you know who
requires help at this time? If so, please contact our
Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

For more information, email
connie41370@gmail.com

No December Meetings!
Prayer Meeting: January 14th 6:30 p.m.

Business Meeting: January 26th 6:30 p.m.

Sending
the Spirit
" All Meetings in the Corpus Christi Center
l;:f‘ﬂ’T” RN
/ . '\-, ~ - ‘ \
" REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS =
L OUR SICK & HOMEBOUND l

May those who are ill be blessed by Jesus’ healing presence:

HMdase Helen »e OWiK

Reminder: Names are published for 60 days.
Please contact the office to add/remove names.

Prayers for Our Active Military Members:

Andrew Hunt
Austin McHaffie-Sharp
Caleb Curran

James Moloney
Jared Sheets
Lauren Slough

Cory Stockton Lucas Weiland

Douglas Moloney Mary Margaret Lombardo
Grant Staggenborg Meaghan Angus

Isaac Longtin Megan Stockton

Jack Jeffers Michael Moloney

Jack Vilchis Tony & Elise Rich

Jacob Sarfraz

Names remain for 12 months.
To add a loved one, contact the parish office. /

T B .. A >

= =

Seven Sisters Apostolate
Seven women each commit to pray one holy hour per
week for a specific priest or bishop. This daily prayer for our
clergy strengthens the Church & supports their ministry.

We're looking for women to commit to one holy hour a
week for the priests. Please contact the Anchoress at
elisabethpifer@gmail.com.
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A word from

Saint Joseph School £y

Thank you again to our Kindergarten through 3rd
grade students and staff, especially Mrs. Barb Oppelz
and Miss Abby Peevers, for all of the hard work that
they dedicated to the Christmas Program this week.
Thank you also to our hand bell choir for the
beautiful performance.

Our PreK and JrK Little Friends students also put on
aegreat performance thanks in large part to the
dedication of their teachers. Both programs were a
wonderful celebration of Christmas.

Reminder to all that Friday, December 19 is an 11 a.m.
dismissal. It is the last day of school prior to
Christmas break. The School Office will be closed
frommn December 20 through January 4. Classes will
resume on Monday, January 5.

Registration for 2026-2027 School Year

Save the Date - Re-enrollment for current students
and their siblings will begin on January 6. Enroliment
for new families will open on February 3. More
information to come in the upcoming weeks!

Bear Hug Drive

Tomorrow, Monday, December 15, is the last day to
donate new stuffed animals for our annual Bear Hug
Drive to support St. Louis Children’'s Hospital. We
have already collected well over 500 stuffed animals.
Parishioners who would like to participate in our
drive may drop off stuffed animals at the School
Office. Thank you for your generosity.

Second Quarter Grades
Grades will be closed to parent viewing beginning
this Tuesday, December 16. Please check grades
FACTS prior to this date.

Update on RaiseRight Gift Cards

We have a limited number of physical cards available
to purchase. The cards we have include: Amazon,
Arby’s, Burger King, Circle K, Jack n Box, Mix It Up,
McDonald’s, Starbucks, SUBWAY, Taco Bell, Target,
Visa, and Walgreens. These cards are the only
physical cards remaining in the School Office. Once
they have sold, physical gift cards will no longer be
stocked in the School Office. But do not worry, you
can still order cards! You can either purchase cards
online, or you can visit the School Office and
complete an order form.

Moving forward, HSA will take pre-orders for cards
until the 12th of each month. You may print out,
complete, and return to the School Office the Order
Forms (copies are available in the School Office). To
support our school and sign up to purchase gift
cards online through RaiseRight, you may sign up at
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll/52A1466312L14

All orders Iplaced prior to the 12th of the month will
be available to be picked up in the School Office any
time after the 20th of the month. Orders will only be
placed once per month.
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X MOScholars

Powered by the Today & Tomorrow Educational Foundation

: ouvr
or Y led_ Y e The MOScholars Program provides financial support to
. me 1S ‘o o qualifying Missouri families to help cover educational
‘n(.% ior he‘p . expenses, including tuition at eligible schools.
htg Scon below to learn more

moscholars income Eligibility Guidelines

(Effective buly 1, 2025 lune 30, 2026)

Annual Income

Size 100% 200% I00%

586,859
$117,384
5147,909
$178,434
$208,959
5139,484
$270,009
$300,534

$57,906
$78,256
598,606
5118,956
$139,306
5159656
$1B0,006
$200,356

1 528,953
2 $39,128
3 549,303
4 $59.478

$69.653
[} 579828
7 590,003
8 $100.178

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ELIGIBILITY CHECHLIST

*Pick a path fo eligibility* HQV& >
_ chilg with
L anIEP/|sp
I The student has a written IEP/ISP ?

[OThe IEP/ISP must be dated within 36 months of application

Have a child Path 2:
smrting \(;ﬂ' OJ The family does not exceed 300% of free
1= Gfﬂde' and reduced lunch income guidelines

O The student is entering Kindergarten or 1st grade

Path 3:
Have a [ The family does not exceed 300% of free
Current and reduced lunch income guidelines
hO‘lGr? O Must have attended a public/charter school
Sg'b\'mgf' for one semester during the previous 12 months
g A

qualify? Path &;

OThe family does not exceed 300% of free
and reduced lunch income guidelines

O A sibling of a qualified student who received
a scholarship in the previous year and will
again the upcoming school year.

Please stop by, call, or email the
parish office to schedule Mass
Intentions. Mass cards for
special intentions or in memory
are available; they may be
picked up in the parish office.
The stipend per Mass is $10.















