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The Feast of the Holy Family

Scripture tells us practically nothing about the first years and the boyhood of the Child Jesus.
All we know are the facts of the sojourn in Egypt, the return to Nazareth, and the incidents
that occurred when the twelve-year-old boy accompanied his parents to Jerusalem. In her
liturgy the Church hurries over this period of Christ's life with equal brevity. The general
breakdown of the family, however, at the end of the past century and at the beginning of our
own, prompted the popes, especially the far-sighted Leo Xlll, to promote the observance of
this feast with the hope that it might instill into Christian families something of the faithful
love and the devoted attachment that characterize the family of Nazareth. The primary

purpose of the Church in instituting and promoting this feast is to present
the Holy Family as the model and exemplar of all Christian families.

— Excerpted from With Christ Through the Year, Rev. Bernard Strasser,
O.S.B.

O God, who were pleased to give us the shining example of the Holy Family
graciously grant that we may imitate them in practicing the virtues of
family life and in the bonds of charity, and so, in the joy of your house
delight one day in eternal rewards. Through Christ our Lord

Christmas Blessings
As we continue to celebrate the great Octave of Christmas, | pray that the joy of this season
fills your heart. Remember for us Catholics, Christmas is not just one day - we celebrate until
the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord, January 11! With all the festivities we have had, | want to
say thank you to everyone who helped make the Advent/Christmas Seasons so wonderful!
There are too many to list by name, but it takes each family member coming together to
make things happen. Whether it was all the folks who worked on Advent activities and
reparations, the many hands that cleaned the church in preparation for Christmas, all the
iturgical and music ministers and so many more, please know how great it was to have you
participate. | am grateful for all the gifts and greetings that so many sent to help brighten
our day. Thank you for all you did to make our Parish celebration of Christmas so wonderful!

Get Ready to Celebrate Our Bicentennial Jubilee!

On January 1, 2026, communities across the Archdiocese of St. Louis will

come together in joy and prayer to officially launch the Bicentennial

Jubilee Year. This Jubilee Year marks a significant milestone as we

prepare for the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Diocese of St.

Louis on July 18, 1826. It is a time to celebrate and honor our rich Catholic

heritage, deepen our faith, and recommit ourselves to carrying the light of

Christ into the future. Please look for upcoming parish communications

for more information, and on January 1st, visit the website dedicated to

celebrating the bicentennial: ArchSTL200.org. Offer thanksgiving for all
ARCHDIOCESE those who came before us carrying the Catholic faith through
OF ST. LOUIS generations, and ask the Holy Spirit to guide us so we may carry our faith

: forward with renewed joy, hope, and commitment to the Gospel.
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Weekly Prayer

Sunday’s Readings

First Reading:

Whoever honors his father atones for sins,
and preserves himself from them. (Sir 3:3)
Psalm:

Blessed are those who fear the Lord and walk
in his ways. (Ps 128)

Second Reading:

And whatever you do, in word or in deed,

do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him. (Col
3:17)

Gospel:

He rose, took the child and his mother,

and went to the land of Israel. (Mt 2:21)

Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass ©2001, 1998,
1970 CCD. The English translation of Psalm
Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981,
1997, International Commission on English in the
Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

~

St. Gertrude’s Prayer,
Explained!

St. Gertrude's Prayer is a
ST. Bl petition said on behalf of
GERTRUDES the Holy Souls of
PRAYER Purgatory, offering the
Blood of Christ in
reparation for the sins of
the departed.

©LPi
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St. Joseph Parish

f Live The Liturgy )
Inspiration of the Week
God created the Holy Family with a great
sense of purpose, because he knew that
Jesus would be defined by the woman
and man who raised him. Who is our
“Holy Family” — the people who will
define us? Who has God placed within

eur lives for a specific purpose? y

“What did the Holy Family eat on New
Year’s Day?”

dreFAMHEFUL CUNAVES

We celebrate the Holy Family on the Sunday

after Christmas, and then the Mother of God

on January 1. Celebrate these special days
with intentional festivities.

[<ST—ri

. J

Observances for the week of December 28, 2025
Sunday: The Holy Family

Wednesday: St. Sylvester |, Pope; New Year's Eve
Thursday: Mary, The Holy Mother of God, New
Year's Day, World Day of Peace

Friday: Sts. Basil the Great and Gregory
Nazianzen, Bishops and Doctors of the Church
Saturday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus

Next Sunday: The Epiphany of the Lord

Family Blessing \

May God bless, protect, unite, mend,
and renew our family. Help us to be instruments of healing
and holiness, breaking generational curses, rewriting
scripts, overcoming tribulation, joining
in gratitude, and growing in joy together. Amen. )
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A Holy Day of Obligation Parish Office Schedule
12.31.25
4:30 P.M.
1.1.26
9AM. Adoration Schedule

The Adoration Chapel will be closed on
12 P..M_. Wednesday, December 31 and Thursday, January 1.

The Parish Offtice will be closed

December 24 through January 2.

We will reopen on Monday, January 5.

The mnit ar
///e/( //y _/Jff/y

Behold His Heart | Sxihme

Faith with the
Archdiocese g
of St. Louis!

INPRAYER  INFELLOWSHIP

&7/

N

\lEare invited to - join our parish wide
Holy Hour as we grow in intimacy
with Christ and unity with | lis Bocly.

In 2026, we joyfully commemorate the Throughout the year, the faithful are

A F S i ) ) ) 200th anniversary of the founding of our invited to take part in prayer, storytelling.
C ll ]l I( ll \ { 2 _( _'() diocese in 1826.This once-in-a-generation acts of service, and special archdiocesan
-~ Bicentennial jubilee invites us to rejoice in initiatives rooted in the spiritunl legacy
the light of Christ and renew our shared of our three patron saints:

mussion as Catholics in eastern Missouri

- 8pm: Holy Hour
8 9 pm: Fellowship
at St. Joseph Imperial

St. Louis, King of France
faithful leadership and justice

St. Rose Philippine Duchesne
y prayer and pi ance

5t. Vincent de Paul
compassion and care for the poor

ADORATION + HOMILY * CONFESSION
FOLLOWED BY REFRESHMENTS

é
3
\

As you celebrate, we'd love to see and share R
Please Share those moments! Tag your photos and stories %r
L“:;L‘::;'l“ with #ArchSTL200 and let’s illuminate the joy

of our Catholic faith across the Archdiocese.
ArchSTLI00. 00y
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Attend 8:00 AM Mass
at St. Joseph Parish
(Imperial)

Women of the panishd Join, up!
1st Saturday of the month:
2/7,3/7,4/4,5/2, &6/6
Devotion to the Immaculate

Followed by The Rosary

POTLUCK breakfast
(please bring a dish to
pass) to follow Mass in
the school cafeteria.

Heart of Mary

Fellowship/Enrichment

Small group sharing

Come meet women in
the parish and
surrounding parishes!

Sponsored by:
Women, ali the (Sell

ST. JOSEPN NOME & SCHDOL
f 'Y

ﬂfﬁ@*‘f“ﬁfn‘ esgf’r@rf_ﬁ"

THANK YOU FOR YOUR INCREDIBLE SU
WE'RE THRILLED TO SHARE THAT
WITH TOTAL TICKE

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR RAFFLE WINNERS!

$4,000 PRIZE WINNER - KELI VOGBT

$500 PRIZE WINNER - GAIL VERBANAZ
FIVE $100 PRIZE WINNERS
JESSICA TRUKA
MELANIE KORNBLUM
JASON ZUECK
WILLIAM DALAVIRAS
KATHRYN M. SELLE

THANK YOU AGAIN TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED, 50LD TICKETS, AND SUPPORTED
THIS FUNDRAISER. YOUR GENEROSITY MADE THIS A TREMENDOUS SUGGCESS!

HOLY FAMILY

SOMETIMES

I THINK GOD
GAVE US _
FAMILIES & W )
FOR JUST '

ONE REASON.

\

WHAT'S
THAT?

N

v

DONATE YOUR BLOOD,

SAVE A LIFE
TODAY.

American Red Cross Blood Drive

Sponsored by the
Knights of Columbus Council 2333
Tuesday, January 13
2:30-7:00 p.m.

Make an appointment by calling:

Bob - (314) 704-8068
Janet Hermann - (314) 304-4238
@lf“ 4[]
o
5 ¢ w014

: X
@

Scan here to make
an appointment!

HELP PREVENT A
WINTER BLOOD

SHORTAGE

O e

§t. John Parish
i prmiheiog:

Jonah Prayer Team - All Are Invited!
Join us for a time of healing & prayer.
Sunday, December 7
After the 9:00 AM Mass

TO GIVE US
A PLACE TO
PRACTICE e
CONFLICT '
RESOLUTION ¢

SKILLS. ~_

\S0vDER Lo, !
® %5 l-?.l WywIb
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’}[éa[mg Service

Friday January 9th 6:30-8:30pm

~hosted by prayer group members who care to fielp others-

At
SCTXR

Have you or a loved one been suffering from a phyﬂiral or emotional
pain? Join us for a healing service as we hip and learn togeth.

that Jesus loves us and He WANTS to he.'ll us. Whether its headaches,
knee pain, back pain,
NOTHING is too big or too smnll for Jesus.

ia, or even cancer,

Join us in the church with your friends and family

St Joseph Church

6020 Old Antonia Rd. Imperial, MO 63052
Questions? Contact Ashley Happe ashley 12boyerttyahoo.com

SAVE-THE-DATE

Light of Life

Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“I am the light of the world; he who follows me

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

February 7, 2026
9:00am-3:00pm

S| Commons at SLUH
4970 Oakland Ave

Want to give to St. Joseph Parish
and NOT pay taxes?

The IRS allows for a "Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD
which provides you the ability to give or contribute to church &
not pay taxes without itemizing,

ife Please reach our to Julie at the church office at 636-464-1013 x 119

L3 ~ -
/ with questions & seek guidance with your tax professional.

Here are the rules:
* You must be 70.5 or older at the time of distribution.

"". ® The distribution MUST come directly from the IRA

£ custodian/administrator
E ® Ifyou are 73 or older, this can qualify as part or all of your

Required Minimum Distribution.
® The distribution is NOT considered as income when filing
your tax return, and you do not have to itemize to get the tax
savings.

® Contact your IRA provider for the paperwork to make this

happen

This is a great way to give to church in a tax efficient manner!

Light of Life
Again Jesus spoke to them, saying,
“I am the light of the world; he who follows me

will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
.: JOHN 8: 1~IF

e/ H
March 21, 2026
9:00am-3:00pm
S| Commons at SLUH
4970 Ockland Ave

( whalic

WOMEN FOR CHRIST
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Catholic Sunday Mass Readings Preparation - 2026
L Scripture Study
** Thursdays at 9:30 a.m.
(© 9:30-10:30 a.m.
¥ Parish Office Conference Room
Join us Thursday, January 8 as we prepare for our
Sunday Mass encounter with Jesus. All are welcome!

After the 8:00 a.m. Thursday Mass, you're invited to
pray the Rosary & Chaplet before heading to the
Parish Center.

. Questions? Contact Pat Smith: 573-310-3472

Our Sunday Readings
Sending
' the Spirit

December 28, 2025
4th Sunday of Advent

=V
5 v
@
2 =

Today's the feast of the Holy Family of Jesus, Mary &
Joseph. We hear the words: “The child grew and
became strong, filled with wisdom; & the favor of
God was upon Him."” During this New Year may we
also grow in wisdom & have the favor of God upon
us by remembering to take care of our suffering
brothers & sisters. Thank you for your continual
donations to help give a boost to families in our
area experiencing a temporary struggle financially.

For more information, email
connie41370@gmail.com

No December Meetings!
Prayer Meeting: January 14th 6:30 p.m.

Business Meeting: January 26th 6:30 p.m.

All Meetings in the Corpus Christi Center

REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERé
OUR SICK & HOMEBOUND
May those who are ill be blessed by Jesus’ healing presence:

It Haase 20Na N WLICKST

Reminder: Names are published for 60 days.
Please contact the office to add/remove names.

Prayers for Our Active Military Members:

Andrew Hunt James Moloney
Austin McHaffie-Sharp Jared Sheets
Caleb Curran Lauren Slough

Cory Stockton Lucas Weiland

Douglas Moloney Mary Margaret Lombardo
Grant Staggenborg Meaghan Angus

Isaac Longtin Megan Stockton

Jack Jeffers Michael Moloney

Jack Vilchis Tony & Elise Rich

Jacob Sarfraz
Names remain for 12 months.
To add a loved one, contact the parish office.

/ \

SCVCH Sisters Aposto|at<:

AN o S A
Seven Sisters Apostolate
Seven women each commit to pray one holy hour per
week for a specific priest or bishop. This daily prayer for our
clergy strengthens the Church & supports their ministry.

We're looking for women to commit to one holy hour a
week for the priests. Please contact the Anchoress at
elisabethpifer27@gmail.com.




Page 8 Sunday, December 28, 2025

St. Joseph Parish

A word from

aulIoepr senth X MOScholars

We hope that everyone had a very Merry Christmas, and
wish you all a safe and Happy New Year. Please rowered by the Today & Tomorrow Educational Foundation
remember that the School Office staff will also be

d your - LN——
enjoying this season with their loved ones, and the \Norl’ e \Z{ '::u';‘,‘;f";“;';:w;" o g s
School Office will be closed through January 4. The HC%§ r he\P expenses, including tuition at eligible schools.
Office will open when classes resume on Monday, g Student Eligibiity scan below 1o learn more
| [J Be a Missouri rasident ond take the pre-qual survey:
January 5. @ -
Registration for 2026-2027 School Year Mcrcolars income igibilty Guidetines

(Effective uly 1, 2025 Rune 30, 2026)

Re-enrollment for current students and their siblings ;
begins Tuesday, January 6. Our current families have — iud o e
priority to re-enroll prior to opening registration to new o -
families on February 3. During this January window, san T
enroliment is first-come, first-serve for current families. s T -
Your child’s enrollment isn't guaranteed until you have : o1 S 6 o s
paid the $300/child non-refundable registration fee.
Please take advantage of enrolling during this window, *Pick a path to eligibility* h’jfove &
as we cannot hold indefinitely spots for current Path 1: an ‘éd with
students after this date. We have robust enrollment for I The student has a written [EP/ISP P/ Isp>
most of our grades, and expect that some grades, CThe IEP/ISP must be dated within 36 months of application
especially JrK, Kindergarten, and 1st grade, will fill Have @ child Path 2
quickly. starting K‘? O The family does not exceed 300% of free

1 Gra and reduced lunch income guidelines

I The student is entering Kindergarten or 15t grade

If you have a potential new student and have not yet

completed an Admissions Inquiry, please scan the QR ™ ...
Code or submit an Inquiry on the Admissions section of V" (J The family does not exceed 300% of free
Urrent and reduced lunch income guidelines
our website. ; e ho'ic"' ? O Must have attended a public/charter school
’ ;b\lﬂgs for one semester during the previous 12 months
\
Y|
quality? Path 4:

O The family does not exceed 300% of free
and reduced lunch income guidelines
A sibling of a qualified student who received
a scholarship in the previous year and will
again the upcoming school year

Scholarship Information

We have many various scholarship opportunities
available for both new and returning students. If you
have a rising Kindergartener or First Grader or if your

child will be transferring to SJS from a public school,

there are really incredible opportunities available F A' T H H u P E L n v E
through MOScholars for many middle income families. Bringing God’s healing grace to those who have lost loved ones unexpectedly:
Information about scholarships through TTEF and suicide, sudden. tragic, or unforeseen death.
MOScholars has been shared in Sunday Notes for the g .
last several weeks. If you need information or have SEISVLEYR IanuarYl'? 2026 from 9am= ~6pm et
questions, please call the School Office or visit Atithe]Marianist| Retreat'and Conference Center e

For more 1nformauon andito reglster Scan QR}
www.ttef-stl.org i 4 Fodias
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Contributions for: December 1-7 Monday

Fiscal Year 26- July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026

Sunday, December 28, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS

December 29, 2025

6:30am Leo Szymanski
Current Fiscal YTD 8:00am Suzanne Browne
Tuesday December 30, 2025
Offertory
6:30am Mary Dixon Special Intention
Total 8:00am Rev. Harold Voelker
Collected $69,101.25 $661,936.19
Wednesday December 31, 2025
Amount $25.646.59 $589,871.52 6:30am Conversion of Hearts
Needed
8:00am John Szymanski
4:30 Mike & Sandy M i
Surplus or $43.454.66 $72.064.67 pm ike andy Moonier
Shortage
Thursday January1, 2026
Special 9:00am Selsor Family Special Intention
Collections
12:00pm For the people of SIBD/SJ Parishes
St. Vincent $435 Friday January 2, 2026
De Paul .
6:30am Michael Hall
St. 8:00am Bill Wheelehan
Christine’s $3.542.48
Food Pantry Saturday January 3, 2026
8:00am Mary Smith
Tu |t.|on $163 4:30pm Parker Schaefer
Assistance
Sunday January 4, 2026
= 7:00am Brian Cox Special Intention
8:30am Larry Heyin
Why Does Our Parish Need Your Gift? "y reying
It's natural to wonder if your weekly 10:00am Lester & Lucy Sitzes
contribution really makes a difference. The
answer is yes! Your generosity supports parish 11:30am Norvell Prudot
staff helps keep Catholic education
affordable, covers utilities and building 430pm For the people of SIBD/SJ Parishes

maintenance, provides liturgical supplies, and
ensures our parish remains a welcoming
House of God for worship, prayer, and
fellowship. Thank you for your faithful
stewardship—your gift matters!

To schedule a Mass intention, please contact or visit the
parish office. Mass cards for special intentions/in memory
are available in the office. Stipend is $10 per Mass.












