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Second Sunday of Advent

Advent passes quickly, and it is easy for the busyness of December to overshadow the spiritual
preparation our hearts truly need. | invite you to pause this week and ask yourself: How is my
Advent going? Have | made room for silence, prayer, repentance, and longing for the Lord?
Where might God be inviting me to slow down and draw closer to Him? Let us walk together in
hope as we prepare not only to celebrate the birth of Jesus, but to welcome Him anew into our
g:es..l May this Advent be a time of grace, renewal, and joyful expectation for our whole parish

mily.

1. Light the first and second purple candles

2.Read from Scripture: "And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the city of Nazareth, to
Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and
lineage of David, to be enrolled with Mar% his betrothed, who was with child. And while
they were there, the time came for her to be delivered. And she gave birth to her first-born
son and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger, because there was
no place for them in the inn." (Luke 2:4-7) (Isaiah 9:2)

3.Pray the Advent Wreath Prayer for Week 2: “Dear Jesus, you entered our world on Christmas
as the Prince of Peace. This Advent, as we strive to become holy, fill us with a deep and
abiding peace. Help us share that peace with everyone we encounter, especially those who
need it most. Amen.”

4. Reflect: What are your top three priorities as you prepare for Christmas?

Opportunities to Honor our Blessed Mother

This coming Monday, December 8, we celebrate the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed
Virgin Mary, the patronal feast of the United States. It is a holy day of obligation, and all Catholics
are called to participate in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. And then on Wednesday, December 10,
we have a new Advent tradition with a candleliaht Mass. If you have never experienced this
beautiful peaceful Mass, | encourage you to make time for this. It is a quiet, peaceful, and deeply
prayerful way to enter into the mystery of Advent and preﬁare our hearts for the Lord’s coming.
Come experience the stillness, the beauty, and the hope that this Mass offers during the busy
days of December. Together, let us watch and wait for Christ with Mary.

Year-End Giving Opportunities

As we approach the end of the calendar year, many ﬂ:arishioners prayerfully consider making

?_(lear-end gifts to support the mission of our parish. These gifts are a tremendous blessing and
elp us continue the good work the Lord entrusts to us.

For those who are eligible, Qualified Charitable Distributions (QCDs) — often called Required
Minimum Distributions (RMDs) — from retirement accounts can be a very tax-advantageous way
to give. A direct gift from your IRA to the parish may satisfy your RMD while reducing your
taxable income. As always, please consult your financial advisor for details specific to your
situation.

Your generosity can support several important needs in our parish. Two meaningful options are:

* Debt Reduction: Helping us continue to strengthen the financial stability of our parish for
future generations.

e Scholarship Fund: Assisting families who desire a Catholic education for their children
but need financial help to make it possible.

Thank you for your continued generosity and support of St. Joseph Parish. Your sacrificial giving
allows us to grow in our mission and serve with joy. May God bless you abundantly at year's end.
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Prepare the Way of the Lord: My Advent Promises
Week 2: Peace
How will I be peaceful?

As we begin our Advent journey, we invite the parish to embrace the
gift of peace through worship, prayerful reflection, and outreach,

Prepare the Way of the Lord: Peace

As we begin our Advent journey, we

~invite the parish to embrace the gift of
2'4 peace through worship, prayerful
- reflection, and outreach.
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Prepare your heart for
Jesus this Advent with
daily prayer on Hallow

FAMILY CONTENT
& KIDS CHALLENGE

Pray as a family with weekly Mass

BIBLE STORIES
& SLEEP CONTENT

Close your day with Christ with
n, or

oln us In prayer
this Advent

This Advent, you can join **our
Pray25 Community Challenge**
& the **Advent Kids Challenge**

on Hallow—at no extra cost!

Simply download the app, go to
the *“Church™* tab at the bottom,
& search for **St. Joseph Parish,
Imperial**. From there, you can
participate in our daily Advent
challenge, access prayers, &
explore many other features.

It's a wonderful way to dive deeper
into Advent & prepare your heart
to welcome Jesus this season.




o

N Vel

A Ve ~

-

Sunday, December 7, 2025

St Juseph Parlsh

Christmas Memorial Flowers & Decorations

Parishioners are invited to contribute toward our
Christmas poinsettias and decorations.

Donations may be made in memory of loved ones and
will be acknowledged in the bulletin published the
second week of January.

A customary gift is $10, but all contributions are
gratefully appreciated.

Please complete the form below (you may also use the
Poinsettia envelope in your OSV packet).

Return it with your donation in an envelope, place it in
the collection basket or drop it off at the Parish Office.

Your Name:

Your Address:

In Memory Of:

In Honor Of:

Christmas Flower Offering: $10 x Poinsettias = $

Please submit your donation by December 21
to ensure your memorial is included.

Reconcili :Ih\n
Monday 530

Saturday

Pauline Sisters
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THE DAUGHTERS OF ST. PAUL ARE VISITING OUR PARISH!

We're delighted to welcome the Daughters of 5t. Paul
from Pauline Books & Media to our parish! The Sisters will
be bringing a wonderful display of Catholic books & gifts
perfect for the Advent & Christmas season.

Where You'll Find Them:
Saturday, December 13: Breakfast with Santa —
Book table available during the event
Sunday, December 14: Before & after all weekend Masses

i

The Sisters' mission is to evangelize through media, especially
through uplifting & faith-filled books. It's a great opportunity
to find meaningful Christmas gifts for your family & friends.

|/ sy manay -

Questions? Contact Sr. Laura at 314-965-3512.

ST. JOSEPH HOME & SCHOOL

St. Joseph Catholic Schoal
6024 0ld Antonia Rd
Imperial, MO 63052

636-464-9027
stjosephimperial.org

Help support
our students at
St. Joseph School

in Imperiall

TICKETS ARE $25 E
PURCHASE BY SCANNING THE QR
HTTPS://GORAISEDOUGH.C
ALL SALES WILL BE ONLINE ON
TICKETS ON SALE FROM 11/16-12/14
DRAWING WILL TAKE PLACE ON 12/15 TO ENSURE DEL!UI:Q&
OF THE CHECK BEFORE CHRISTMAS
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RORAILL

Candletighit Mass

ST. JOSEPH, ~ WEDNES|

The Rorate Caeli Mass is an Advent devotion
where in the Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary
for Advent is offered exclusively by candlelight.

The interplay of light & darkness speak to the meaning of Advent and
the coming of the Light of the world.

The Mass takes its name from the first two words of the Latin Introit
(Entrance Antiphon) of that Mass. The Entrance Antiphon comes from
Isaiah 45:8: Drop down dew, ye heavens, from above, & let the clouds
rain the just: let the earth be opened & bud forth a Saviour.

In the dimly lit setting, priests & faithful prepare to honor the Light of
the world, Who is soon to be born, & offer praise to God for the gift of
Our Lady.

The readings & prayers of the Mass foretell the prophecy of the Virgin
who would bear a Son called Emmanuel, & call on all to raise the gates
of their hearts & their societies to let Christ the King enter; asking for the
grace to receive eternal life by the merits of the Incarnation & saving
Resurrection of Our Lord.

BULLDING MEN."
BREWING FALTH!

&

CORPUS CHRISTI CENTER

6020 OLD ANTONIA RD

FREE EVENT! FREE WILL OFFERING.
SCAN HERE TO REGISTER!

ALL ABOARD

PHOTOGRAPHY BY
CAPTURED CO IIC

< the App or Pre-Ovrder at th
5 sasl [ MTicy
d .i. Gift Cards from most r retailers are available. It's a

» great way to purchase your gift cards to give as gifts or to

purchase your gifts. If you would like to preorder cards,

orders placed by the 12" of the month, will be available for
pickup after the 20" of the month.

T weon up. s

R/ (v vw MUE2 A L4631 20,14 -"
“EHOLIDAY DEADLINE IS 12112 for preorvders _

hits link of S<an the UR ( aslde

50+ Club Christmas Luncheon

Join us Thursday, Dec. 11 at noon at Detours for our
Christmas party! Bring a $10 gift if you'd like to join the
exchange.

Theme: Candviand!

All are welcome for prayer, fellowship, & fun.

Info: Gary - (636) 948-2354



Page 6 Sunday, December 7, 2025

St. Joseph Parish
CO\IENANT NETWORK . ImpACTS Community

M%ﬁrﬁm || GIFT WRAPPING

Skip the stress this Christmas and
let our ACTS Elves work their
holiday magic!

; ' Sunday, St. Joseph Catholic Parish
SE LSOR ¢ 012/11.[2025 Corpus Christi Center

DEACON BRIAN

. = 6020 Old Antonia Road,
. WILL BE AN'ON AIR GUEST o Imperial Missour 630532
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 12, 2025 :
;g 4 “lE]
9:00 -10:00 AM . Mmevt ’}?
CALL IN TO SUPPORT THIS APOSTOLATE: J ﬁ,l.n,u(“'m E -?r‘:}r
OurCatholicRadio.org 314.52.7000 'I

S
.4»

CALL apwmes

for 4" - 8" grade @
CHRISTMAS CHOIR _ Agroup ofinquirers has been

exploring their faith with our OCIA

For 4 PM Rehearsal on All students team & are ready for the next step.

Christmas Eve Tuesday, Dec. 16™ (school, PSR, &

Mass w/ 5:30-7 PM in the homeschool)

Archbishop Church Meeting are welcome to At the 8:30 a.m. Mass on

Rozanski Room attend! December 7, we'll celebrate the

Contact Nori Fahrig, Director of Sacred Music, for the Of Entrance |nt° the

more details. plahrig@stiosephimperial.org CateChumenate (fOf the
unbaptized) & the Rite of

Please note: — Welcome (for the baptized).

Early Office Closure! é_ —
S S As a parish community, we are
© parish office will close at noon on Thursday. | jyjted to warmly welcome them
December 12 to allow our staff time to celebrate

the Christmas season. We'll reopen on Monday, &su pport th.em ‘f\"th. our prayers
December 15 during our regular office hours. as they begin this faith journey.
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Catholic Sunday Mass Readings Preparation 2025
Thursday mornings at 9:30 am -- Scripture Study
Come, join us every Thursday morning as we prepare
for our Sunday Mass encounter with Jesus. All are
welcome as we delve into the heart of the coming
Sunday readings in our Parish Office Conference
Room from 9:30 to 10:30 a.m. After Thursday morning
8 a.m. Mass, you may say a rosary & chaplet with us
before coming to the Parish Center. Questions?
Call Pat Smith, 573-310-3472.

Our Sunday Readings

December 7, 2025
2nd Sunday of Advent

In today's Gospel, John the Baptist urges us to
“Prepare the way of the Lord". This is what Advent is
all about, for we are called to help prepare the way
of the Lord by making the real meaning of
Christmas come alive in our own hearts, in our
family and to reach out to those in need. Is there a
family you know who requires help at this time? If
so, please contact our Society of St. Vincent de Paul.

For more information, email
connie41370@gmail.com

No December Meetings!
Prayer Meeting: January 14th 6:30 p.m.

Business Meeting: January 26th 6:30 p.m.

Sending
the Spirit
i All Meetings in the Corpus Christi Center
-5 IR
sy 1.; ’ )

" REMEMBERIN YOUR PRAYERS ™
OUR SICK & HOMEBOUND

May those who are ill be blessed by Jesus’ healing presence:

tt Haase Helen Petrowsk

Reminder: Names are published for 60 days.
Please contact the office to add/remove names.

Prayers for Our Active Military Members:

Andrew Hunt James Moloney
Austin McHaffie-Sharp Jared Sheets
Caleb Curran Lauren Slough

Cory Stockton Lucas Weiland

Douglas Moloney Mary Margaret Lombardo
Grant Staggenborg Meaghan Angus

Isaac Longtin Megan Stockton

Jack Jeffers Michael Moloney

Jack Vilchis Tony & Elise Rich

Jacob Sarfraz

At the end of each month, we'll list active
military members. Names remain for 12 months. /

\ To add a loved one, contact the parish office. /
. il = e A :
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BAPTIZED IN CHRIST
IN NOVEMBER 2025

‘:‘ﬁf «F & :.‘.;. ot

Congratulations to our recently baptized!

Michael Irwin, son of Gerald & Nicole Irwin
Eleanor Irwin, daughter of Gerald & Nicole Irwin
holton Vernon, son of kvler & Anna Vernon
Rosalia Vitale, daughter of Faro & Madison Vitale
Logan Bell, son of Michael & Kelly Bell
Alexander Naes, son of' Alan & Andrea Nacs
Annastyn Naes, daughter of Alan & Andrea Naes
Jaxson Allen, son of Zachary & Allison Allen
Ezariah Bathe, son ol David & Crystal Bathe
Esiah Bathe, son ol David & Crystal Bathe
Elijah Bathe, son of David & Crystal Bathe
Scottie Mathis, daughter of Christopher & Daniclle Mathis
Wrenlic Bryan, daughter of Jacob & Taylor Bryan

May the blessing of the Lord be upon
them and may God watch over and
cherish these children whom He has
blessed with the grace of Baptism.
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A word from

Saint Joseph School

Our Open House is this weekend, Sunday, December 7
from 10:30 am. - 12.00 p.m. If you are considering
enrolling your child as a new student for the 2026-2027
school year, ﬁlease join us. You'll have an opgrtunlty

to meet teachers, ask questions, and tour our beautiful
school. Parishioners are also welcome to come see the
school. We hope to see you there!

Congratulations to all of our Second Grade students
who will be receiving the Sacrament of First
Reconciliation this week! We are proud of you, and
appreciate the hard work of your teachers in preparing

you all.

Our Christmas programs from Little Friends and
Kindergarten through 3rd grade are this week. Thanks
to our students and the teachers for all of their
preparations. The programs are a wonderful way to
celebrate the Christmas season.

Bear Hug Drive

We are still collecting stuffed animals for St. Louis
Children’'s Hospital patients in our annual Bear Hug
Drive. Please in to bring in new stuffed animals for
the drive. Parishioners who would like to participate in
our drive may drop off stuffed animals at the School
Office. Thank you for your generosity.

Second Quarter Grades
Grades will be closed to parent viewi beginning
December 16. Please make sure you check grades
FACTS prior to this date.

Update on RaiseRight Gift Cards

For the holidays only, we have a limited number of
physical cards available to purchase for donation to the
Giving Tree. The cards we have include: Amazon, Arby's,
Burger King, Circle K, Dierbergs, Dominos, iTunes, Jack
n Box, Mix It Up, McDonald'’s, Panera Bread, Red Robin,
Starbucks, SUBWAY, Taco Bell, Target, Visa, Walgreen,
and Walmart/Sam's. We do not have cards for Aldi,
Dollar General, and Schnucks.

In the School Office, we have a limited number of
physical gift cards remaining. Once the remaining gift
cards have sold, physical gift cards will no longer be
stocked in the School Office. But do not worry, you can
still order cards! You can either purchase cards online,
ordyou can visit the School Office and complete an
order form.

Moving forward, HSA will take pre-orders for cards until
the 12th of each month. You may print out, complete,
and return to the School Office the Order Forms
(copies are available in the School Office). To support
our school and sign up to purchase gift cards online
through RaiseRight, you ma sign up at
https://www.raiseright.com/enroll/52A1466312L14

All orders placed prior to the 12th of the month will be
available to be picked up in the School Office any time
after the 20th of the month. Orders will only be placed
once per month.

ASt. John Parish
Jonah Prayer Team - All Are Invited!
Join us for a time of healing & prayer.

Sunday, December 7
after the 9:00 AM Mass

kSC“.\’(’:ﬂ Sistzer:a ,A\I:»o:stolate

Seven Sisters Apostolate
Seven women each commit to pray one holy hour per
week for a specific priest or bishop. This daily prayer for our
clergy strengthens the Church & supports their ministry.

We're looking for women to commit to one holy hour a
week for the priests. Please contact the Anchoress at
elisabethpifer@gmail.com.

€ Join us next,
weekend for &
Donut, Cunday!
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Sunday, December 7, 2025

MASS INTENTIONS

Contributions for: November 10-16 Monday December 8, 2025
Fiscal Year 26- July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026
6:30am Perry Adams
So" Pty 8:00am | 3Judy Reich
Offertory 10:00am For the people of SJBD/SJ Parishes
12:00pm Increase in vocations to the priesthood
Total Collected $29,002.47 $540,682.96
7:00pm Conversion of Hearts
A t Needed 25,646.59 512.931.75
— " $ $ Tuesday December 9, 2025
6:30am
furp!gls .or $3355.88 $27.75121 Poor Souls in Purgatory
8:00am Increase in Vocations
Special Collections Wednesday December 10, 2025
St. Vincent 6:30am Sr. Ernestine Bongiovanni, ASCJ
$2.933
De Paul
8:00am Conversion of Hearts
St Christine’s Thursda December 11, 2025
Food Pantry $3.000 y
6:30am Poor Souls in Purgatory
Tuition Assistance $281
8:00am Gary Prudot
- Friday December 12, 2025
Want to give to St. Joseph Parish
6:30am Increase in Religious Vocations
and NOT pay taxes?
I The IRS allows for a "Qualified Charitable Distribution” or QCD 8:00am Rev. Harold Voelker
which provides you the ability to give or contribute to church &
not pay taxes without itemizing, Saturday December 13, 2025
Please reach out to Julie at the church office at 636-464-1013 x 119 R -
) with questions & seek guidance with your tax professional. 8:00am Increase in Vocations
Here are the rules: 430pm Parker Schaefer
* You must be 70.5 or older at the time of distribution.
'. ¢ The distribution MUST come directly from the IRA Sunday December 14, 2025
b custodian/administrator.
a * If you are 73 or older, this can qualify as part or all of your
Required Minimum Distribution. 7:00am JUdy Reich
¢ The distribution is NOT considered as income when filing
your tax rerurn, and you do not have to itemize to get the tax 8:30am Mike & Penny Heying Special Intention
savings.
* Contact your IR A provider for the paperwork to make this 10:00am Ray Breakfield
happen
This is a great way to give to church in a rax efficient manner! A 1:30am John Scire
. .‘ 430pm John Williams
MA“-_ -
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