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Salt, Light, and the Call to Lent

As we hear in today's readings for the Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time, we are called to be salt of
the earth and light of the world—preserving goodness and illuminating truth amid a darkening
culture. The Prophet Isaiah warns that true worship rejects empty rituals, urging us instead to
share bread with the hungry, shelter the homeless, and clothe the naked, so our light breaks
forth like dawn. St. Paul adds that faith rests not on eloquent wisdom, but on God's power.

These words prepare us perfectly, for Lent draws near—just two weeks away on Ash Wednesday,
February 18. This sacred season is no mere habit, but a "strong" liturgical time challenging us to
renewed prayer, penance, fasting, and almsgiving. As Pope Benedict XVI once taught, Lent
ushers us into a "long spiritual retreat" of 40 days, reviving our Baptismal grace and urging
Reconciliation under divine mercy. And St. John Paul Il echoed this: Lent renews our "Christian
being", rooting priestly and lay identity in Christ.

Why prepare now? Our daily anxieties risk dulling our saltiness. Lent counters this with concrete
steps:

* Prayer: Contemplate Christ's sorrowful face via the Stations of the Cross.

e Fasting & Abstinence: Embrace traditional disciplines—abstaining from meat on Ash
Wednesday, Fridays, and more—to master the body and aid the poor.

* Almsgiving: Share generously, as Isaiah demands.

Start thinking of your Lenten practice so you can be renewed!

Principal Search Committee Announced

As we continue the process of discerning our next principal for St. Joseph School, | am grateful to
share the members of the Principal Search Committee, who have generously agreed to assist
with this important work.

The committee members are:

Fr. Anthony Yates, Pastor

Fr. Donald Morris, Associate Pastor

Mrs. Stephanie Eggleston, St. Joseph School Teacher

Mrs. Melanie Kornblum, School Parent

Mr. Jim Lehn, School Parent and President of St. Pius X High School
Mrs. Jamie Rakers, School Parent and St. Joseph School Teacher
Mrs. Sharon Spruell, School Parent and School Board Member

Mr. Andy Stevens, School Parent and School Board Member

These individuals represent a variety of perspectives and bring with them a
deep love for Catholic education, our parish, and our school community. | am
very thankful for their willingness to offer their time, prayer, and insight as
we seek the leader God is calling to serve our school. Please keep the
members of the search committee, our school community, and all potential
candidates in your prayers. May St. Joseph, patron of our parish, intercede for
us as we move forward with trust in the guidance of the Holy Spirit.
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FOUNDATION OF FAITH
Living the Essentials of Catholic Life
A Series with Fr. Yates

Precept #5 — “Provide for the needs of the Church” - Week 6

In this final installment on our “Precepts” bulletin series, we come to the fifth precept of the
Catholic Church: “The Christian Faithful are obliged to assist with the [material] needs of
the Church.” What this assistance looks like will vary according to each person’s ability, but
trl'nj important thing is that each person honestly and generously responds to this
obligation.

Because this particular obligation may be the touchiest of all, | want to address the
relationship between rights and obligations as a means of understanding the rational basis
for the Church’s precepts, which also have a divine basis in her identity as Bride of Christ
and teacher in all things pertaining to faith and morals and sound Christian living.

This precept is about belonging. When we support the Church, we are taking responsibility
for our spiritual home. We ensure the sacraments are available, ministries can flourish, the
poor can be served, and our parish can continue Christ's mission. Generosity is a sign of a
grateful heart. It tells God, “Everything | have is gift—and | give back with love.”

And this is perhaps the most important aspect of this precept: gratitude. We give to the
Church as an act of gratitude to God for all He has done for us in and through His Church; to
give to the Church is to give to God Himself, because the Church is His Body on earth.
Perhaps the Church will “misuse” the gift you give or need to use it for something with
which you disagree, but that's not really the point. God will judge His ministers for how they
use the gifts entrusted to their care, but He will judge the faithful for whether or not they
gave gifts in the first place.

As a member of the Faithful, | am included in this obligation, and for what it is worth | and
the individuals involved in stewarding your contributions take this responsibility very
seriously and would never do anything to betray your trust (though at times we may have
to do things you may not like!). But if all of us, the entire Faithful of God, respond generously
to our obligations to God and one another, we will form a just and holy society in our parish,
and God will cause much fruit to come from that.

THE
FIVE PRECEPTS

OF THE

CATHOLIC
CHURCH

You shall attend Mass on Sundays and on
holy days of obligation.

You shall confess your sins at least
once a year.

You shall receive the sacrament of the
Eucharist at least during the Easter season.

You shall observe the days of fasting and
abstinence established by the Church.

You shall help to provide the needs
of the Church.

“These precepts are established to guarantee the faithful the indispensable minimum in the spirit of prayer and moral effort.”
—CCC 2041
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12:00 pm Corpus Christi Center
5:15 pm *PSR Service*
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Reconciliation:
Monday 5:30-¢ pm
Saturday
3:50-4:15pm

Daily Mass: Adoration Stations of
MT 6.50 am _in Chapel: _the Cross
M-Sat 8 am [-Th 9am-9pm Fridays (pm

Behold His QR | ivi Lenten Day Parish Feast
Heart l :{\(HIIG\HTQ of Reflection Day Mass &
March 4" Tpm B \March 11" 6pm ‘March 14" Brunch
April I (pm ' ' [ (:0011:50am March 19th 8am

Lonton Evening [Lent Confessions More details will be
ik et March S0th el e il
~avoar “'VICO ——r g “ £
FEEL ek e 9:50-7pm in Church Visit our website

March 26" 7pm at sjiparish.org

Outside confessors available for updates.

P

rayer.
FFasting.
Almsgiving.
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SURRENDER: THE HEART OF CONVERSION
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MASS & CONFESSION 28 SPIR\TUAL REFELCTIONS

CONTINENTAL BREAK‘FAST' ~ PRAYER OPPORTUNITIES
(IN CAFETERIA)

636-464-1013

SL. Joseph Parish

[ENTEN
TENEBRAE

March 26™ | 7pm

Tenebrae—Latin for "darkness"—invites the faithful to meditate
on Christ's Passion, Death, and Burial while awaiting the
Resurrection.

Join us for a candlelit service including traditional Lenten hymns
and the chanting of the Psalms and the Prophet Jeremiah’s
Lamentations.
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SAVE THE DATE:

STEUBENVILLE
JULY 17-18, 2026

RISING 9TH-GRADUATED 12TH GRADE
MISSOURI STATE UNIVERSITY
“FOR THE BATTLE BELONGS TO THE LORD"

QUESTIONS? CONTACT FR. MORRIS (DPMORRISeSTJOSEPHIMPERIAL.ORG)
OR JACOB (JPRICEeSTJOSEPHIMPERIAL.ORG)

Adult Basketball

Join us Sunday evenings from 8-9:30pm in the gym for
some pick-up games. All skill levels are welcome. For
more information or to get on the communication list,
please contact adultsports@stjoehawks.com.

Jonah Prayer Team

Need prayer? You don’t have to carry it alone.
Members of the Jonah Prayer Team will be
available to pray with you! All are welcome!

? St. John the Beloved Disciple
“* Sarurda Fcbruar&7 after the 4pm Mass
Sunday, I-}ébruary after the 9:00 AM Mass

50+ Club Luncheon
Join the 50+ Club for lunch & fellowship on Thursday,
February 12 at noon at Detours. Reservations aren’t
required. Come enjoy time of prayer, & good company!

Theme: Snowman — dress up if you'd like & join the fun!
All are welcome.

For questions, please call Gary at (636) 948-2354.

We're excited to launch a new Prayer Shawl

* Ministry—a beautiful way to share comfort,

healing, and hope through handmade shawls and % %%
blankets. !

-

Join us for an Information Session
February 10 | © 6-7pm | 9 CCC

This ministry creates prayer shawls and bla
- for those in need of comfort, peace, strength,
! celebration, and God's loving embrace. D
. All styles and skill levels are welcome— P/
- crochet, knit, fleece tie, quilt, '
. woven, or machine sewn.

‘
#+ Bring your hooks, needles, and yarn,

and enjoy crafting together as we learn more!
Questions? Want to learn more?

Please contact Lynn Quinlan at 314-221-190
or Nancy Miller at 314-308-5815! ol
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Faith e e Friendship

1st-6th Grade ,\Qr_,@&,-\
June 22-26th
9AM - 3PM ) SUN: 6-8PM

b M-TH: 7-9PM
o/ i&ﬂ

Serve as a
Missionary in Training

7-12th Grade
June 21-25th
















IF YOU LIVE ALONE
MDMedAlert!™

95
Ambulance Police/Fire $19 mo.
Family/Friends GPS & Fall Alert

_\8008093570 md-medalert.com
— FIELDER —ELECTRICAL SERVICES, INC. O(

STARTING AT

LICENSED « BONDED « INSURED RESIDENTIAL + COMMERCIAL « INDUSTRIAL

Bathrooms ¢ Code Violations « Knob & Tube Upgrades ¢ Stand By Generator Systems

$20 OFF ANY ELECTRICAL WORK OF $200 OR MORE 314-966-3388
L

________________________________ ]

| I
| I
| Service Upgrades « New Homes « Remodeling « Room Additions « Basements ¢ Kitchens |
| I
| |

1000 Imperial Main St, Elizabeth Chrisco, CTA

. Certi ed Travel Associate
Imperial, MO 63052
ST. LOUIS HILLS p Agency Owner

(314) 644-0643 (636) 464_5350 Elizabeth@ohboyitsanadventure.com

www.ohboyitsanadventure.com

6759 Chippewa | St. Louis, MO 63109

Mon-Sat 9:00am to 5:30pm

WILDFLOWERS

RESALE - C(:;?I;;g%t;m\( Window Cleaning and
2985 Hwy K | O'Fallon, MO 63368 Pressure Washing
B O U T I Q U E Mon-Sat 10:00am to 5:30pm Call or message

for a quote today!
(314) 482-7821

Trendy Resale Boutique for catholicsupply.com ©
Women and Children

(636) 525-3004 |
(Right across the street from St.Joe’s!) Your Real Estate Consultant
Owned by parishioners, | |
Jessica & Jon Arnold

Parishioner

PR o
Open the

ArnOId Camera App &

. . Scan the Code
Animal Hospital

Hwy 141 and Astra Way

11 Municipal Drive

636-296-7060

Imperial, MO
314-280-5315
Fully Insured ¢ Free Estimates
All Work Guaranteed

SPECIALIZING IN ROOFINC

SALES « SERVICE
INSTALLATION

(636) 296+1200
PARISHIONER

www.arnoldairandmore.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.c®mJoseph Church, Imperial, MO 01-4139



$20 OFF

Tree Pruning / Removal / Fertilization

314-227-7545 | davey.com

Excellence in Eye Care since 197
Diane G. Wilson, O.D. « Jon R. (Wilson) Wilzonsk},

125 Water Tower Place, Arnold, M(636) 296-861}

Parishioners

www.arnoldeye.com

CONCRETE LEVELING &
POLYJACKING SERVICES

For unsightly or uneven surfaces,
call or email for an estimate
Alex Haegele, Owner/Parishioner
314-574-2834
alex.haegele@yahoo.com

314-659-9444

5% Of Total
Will Be Donated
To St. Joseph

Imperial Plumbing

LLC

Jasonmaster Plumber _ _
St. Louis County P7993 Imperial-Plumbing.c

1272 Imperial Main St ¢ Imperial MO 63052 « 636-218-8
Come Check Out Our Specials

AAA PAINTING

Interior and Exterior
Powerwashing & Mildew Remova
Specializing in Staining Cedar
& Log Homes, Decks, etc.
Residential/Commercial
Free Estimates « 30+ Years Experience
GARY NAUCKE - INSURED

636-937-2130

« Fertilization ETERAS

OWNED:
* Weed ControZ:IEINE"
* Mosquito Control

636-517-1300

636 931 3633

314-578-3140
& 314-578-4139

Sewer & Sink Service,
New, Remodel, Repairs
314-849-1009 @LEELNEMEE
& Insured
www.jrplumbingco.com

Gina Pate

Realtor®, SRES, ABR

Parishioner

314-544-5050

4102 First Missouri CU Dr.
Saint Louis, MO 63129

1690 Lemay Ferry Rd.
Saint Louis, MO 63125

Jane Barber

Health Insurance Agent
314.846.2583
Health53@charter.net

\Y

ASSOCIATION HEALTH PLAN

Insurance Agency | Oakville, MO

If you are losing coverage or
§} & v AU
your health insurance needs.

oo }uCE

AIR CONDITIONING
HEATING

Service since 1978

We Service All Makes & Models
11010 Gravois Industrial Ct., St. Louis

(314) 756-9444
or TollFree 877-508-7132
www.sco leeheating.com

I8 (}E& oo

(314) 487-4564
biegplumbing.com

(636) 296-5

RESIDENTIAL & COMM

MOWING & LAWN MAINTENANCE

fertilization « commercial snow plowi
~ holiday lighting ~

50

ERCIAL
etaining wa
g

Success Starts Here.

Supporting by Serving Our Com
IMPERIAL | 6021 West Outer Rd |

Member

FDIC

fsch.com

Call us for your Construction
Equipment Repairs!

Skid Steers Dump Tucks

Dozers High Lifts

Excavators and more!
Angela Mueller  314-795-5528
Matt Gunter 314-210-3948

Parishioners
www.land llcompactorparts.com

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 « www.4lpi.c®mJoseph Church, Imperial, MO 01-4139



